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People line up to enroll for health insurance at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas on Monday, March 31, 2014. Hundreds of thousands of Americans rushed to 
apply for health insurance Monday, but deadline day for President Barack Obama’s overhaul brought long, frustrating waits and a new spate of website ills. 

(AP Photo/San Antonio Express-News, Jerry Lara) 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 
Americans rushed to apply 
for health insurance Mon¬ 
day, but deadline day for 
President Barack Obama’s 
overhaul brought long, frus¬ 
trating waits and a new 
spate of website ills. 

At times, more than 125,000 
people were simultaneous¬ 
ly using HealthCare.gov, 
straining it beyond its ca¬ 
pacity. For long stretches 
Monday, applicants were 
shuttled to a virtual wait¬ 
ing room where they could 
leave an email address 
and be contacted later. 
The 2010 passage of the 
Affordable Care Act has 


been the No. 1 legislative 
achievement of President 
Barack Obama’s terms in 
the White House. 

Since taking the major¬ 
ity in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives later that year. 
Republicans have voted 
more than 50 times to re¬ 
voke or seriously undermine 
the program, widely known 
as Obamacare. Those bills 
have never made it to the 
floor in the Democrat-con- 
trolled Senate. 

More than 6 million Ameri¬ 
cans have signed up for 
health insurance, some of 
the policies heavily sub¬ 
sidized for lower income 
people. That figure met 
a revised goal set for the 


program after the website 
was found to be nearly un¬ 
workable for weeks when 
the sign-up period began 
in October. Officials said 
Monday the site had not 
crashed but was experi¬ 
encing very heavy volume. 
The website, which was 
receiving 1.5 million visi¬ 
tors a day last week, had 
recorded about 1.6 million 
through 2 p.m. EDT. 
Supporters of the health 
care law fanned out across 
the country in a final dash 
to sign up uninsured Ameri¬ 
cans. People not signed up 
for health insurance by the 
deadline, either through 
their jobs or on their own, 
were subject to being fined 


by the IRS, and that threat 
was helping drive the final 
dash. 

The administration an¬ 
nounced last week that 
people still in line by mid¬ 
night would get extra time 
to enroll. 

The website stumbled ear¬ 
ly in the day — out of ser¬ 
vice for nearly four hours as 
technicians patched a soft¬ 
ware bug. Another hiccup 
in early afternoon tempo¬ 
rarily kept new applicants 
from signing up, and then 
things slowed further. Over¬ 
whelmed by computer 
problems when launched 
last fall, the system has 
been working much better 
in recent months, but inde¬ 


pendent testers say it still 
runs slowly. 

At Chicago's Norwegian 
American Hospital, people 
began lining up shortly af¬ 
ter 7 a.m. to get help sign¬ 
ing up for subsidized private 
health insurance. 

Lucy Martinez, an unem¬ 
ployed single mother of 
two boys, said she'd pre¬ 
viously tried to enroll at a 
clinic in another part of the 
city but there was always 
a problem. She’d wait and 
wait and they wouldn’t call 
her name, or they would 
ask her for paperwork that 
she was told earlier she 
didn’t need, she said. 

Continued on Page 3 
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UN court orders Japan to halt Antarctic whaling 


MARLISE SIMONS 
© 2014 New York Times 

PARIS - The United Nations’ 
highest court Monday or¬ 
dered Japan to halt its an¬ 
nual whaling hunt in the 
Southern Ocean around 
Antarctica, saying that its 
present program was not 
being carried out for scien¬ 
tific purposes, as Japan has 
claimed. 

In a 12-4 judgment, the In¬ 
ternational Court of Justice 
in The Hague found that 
Japan was in breach of its 
international obligations by 
catching and killing minke 
whales and issuing permits 
for hunting humpback and 
fin whales within the South¬ 
ern Ocean Whale Sanctu¬ 
ary, established by the In- 


LAURA MILLS 
V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
SIMFEROPOL, Crimea (AP) 

— Russia said Monday it 
was pulling a battalion of 
several hundred troops 
away from the Ukraini¬ 
an border but kept tens 
of thousands in place, 
prompting a worried re¬ 
sponse from the Kiev gov¬ 
ernment about what the 
U.S. warned was still a “tre¬ 
mendous buildup." 

Russia moved quickly to 
strengthen its economic 
hold on Crimea, with Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medve¬ 
dev arriving in the newly 
annexed peninsula with 
promises of funds for im¬ 
proved power supplies, 
water lines, education and 
pensions for the elderly. 
Russia’s takeover of the 
strategic Black Sea re¬ 
gion, its troop buildup near 
Ukraine's border and its at¬ 
tempts to compel constitu¬ 
tional changes in Ukraine 
have markedly raised ten¬ 
sions with the West and 
prompted fears that Mos¬ 
cow intends to invade oth¬ 
er areas of its neighbor. 
However, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin told German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
in a phone call Monday 
that some troops were be¬ 
ing withdrawn from the 
Ukraine border, Merkel’s 
office said. The withdraw¬ 
al involved a battalion of 


ternational Whaling Com¬ 
mission. 

Reading a summary of the 
judgment, presiding Judge 
Peter Tomka of Slovakia 
said the present “research 
program,” dating to 2005, 
has involved the killing of 
3,600 minke whales and a 
number of fin whales, but 
that its “scientific output to 
date appears limited.” The 
ruling suggested instead 
that Japan's whaling hunt 
served political and eco¬ 
nomic reasons. 

No immediate reaction 
from Japan was available, 
although it has said it would 
abide by any judgment in 
the case. But a Japanese 
delegate said in earlier 
hearings that Japan might 


about 500 troops, Russian 
news reports said. 

The U.S. reacted cau¬ 
tiously to the Russian troop 
movement, with Secretary 
of Defense Chuck Hagel 
saying that “tens of thou¬ 
sands” of Russian forces still 


remained along the Ukrai¬ 
nian border, a situation 
he called “a tremendous 
buildup.” The new govern¬ 
ment in Ukraine said the 
action only increased its 
uneasiness about Russia's 
intentions. 


consider withdrawing from 
the whaling commission, 
which oversees manage¬ 
ment of the world’s whale 
populations. 

The court left open the pos¬ 
sibility for future whale hunt¬ 
ing if Japan redesigned its 
program. Tokyo has said 
that it needs data to moni¬ 
tor the impact of whales 
on its fishing industry and to 
monitor the whale popula¬ 
tion’s recovery from over¬ 
fishing. 

Australia brought the suit 
against Japan in 2010, ac¬ 
cusing the country of using 
a loophole to get around 
a 1986 worldwide morato¬ 
rium on whaling. 

The ruling drew immediate 
praise from environmental 


“We have information that 
Russia is carrying out in¬ 
comprehensible maneu¬ 
vers on the border with 
Ukraine,” Ukrainian For¬ 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Yevgen Perebyinis said. 
“Troops in some places 


are moving backward, 
some of them are mov¬ 
ing forward. Which is why, 
obviously, we are worried 
by these movements of 
armed forces. We have no 
clear explanation from the 
Russian side about the aim 


groups, including the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation So¬ 
ciety, which has sent fast 
ships to the remote and icy 
waters to block and harass 
Japan's whaling fleet. 

“We are very happy with 
the backing of the Interna¬ 
tional Court,” Geert Vons, 
a representative of Sea 
Shepherd, said after leav¬ 
ing the court. “We had 
never expected such a 
strong ruling, telling Japan 
to cancel all of its Southern 
Ocean licenses.” 

The court also suggested 
that Japan reconsider a 
second so-called scientific 
program in the northern 
Pacific, but the present 
case focused only on the 
Southern Hemisphere^ 


of these movements." 
Russian Foreign MinisterSer- 
gey Lavrov and U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
also discussed Ukraine by 
phone Monday, a day 
after holding talks in Paris, 
the Russian foreign ministry 


said. 

A senior U.S. official said 
Lavrov had promised Kerry 
that a division of Russian 
troops would be pulled 
back; a division generally 
consists of thousands of 
troops.□ 



Manuel Vails 
named as new 
French PM 


SYLVIE CORBET 
THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — President 
Francois Hollande named 
former Interior Minister 
Manuel Vails as France’s 
new prime minister Mon¬ 
day, just 24 hours after his 
Socialists suffered heavy 
losses in nationwide munic¬ 
ipal elections. 

Vails is consistently voted 
France’s most popular So¬ 
cialist in opinion polls and 
is considered part of the 
right wing of the party. He 
replaces unpopular Jean- 
Marc Ayrault. 

The 51-year-old has drawn 
comparisons with former 
conservative French Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy and 
is also the most popular 
Socialist among France’s 
conservative right — he 
wants, for example, to 
rethink France's 35-hour 
working week, a Socialist 
initiative. 

In a prerecorded televised 
speech, Hollande said it 
was time for a France to 
enter a “new phase” and 
pledged Vails would lead 
a “combative govern¬ 
ment.” 

He spelled out some key 
policy changes that in¬ 
cluded announcing new 
unspecified tax cuts and 
confirming a plan to slash 
50-billion euros in govern¬ 
ment spending. 

Vails is the Socialists' hard¬ 
liner on immigration and 
security and has held very 
controversial stances while 
serving as interior minister. 
He allowed officials to 
ban shows by a comic 
considered anti-Semitic, 
Dieudonne M'Bala M’Bala 
and once praised a policy 
of destroying illegal Roma 
camps and expelling their 
residents from the country. 
Vails was born in Barcelona 
in 1962 and became natu¬ 
ralized as French 20 years 
later. 

He has four children from 
a first marriage that end¬ 
ed in divorce, and since 
2010 has been married to 
his second wife, the dis¬ 
tinguished violinist Anne 
Gravoin. □ 


Russia pulls back a battalion from Ukraine border 



Ukrainian tank T-62 placed on a platform to be transported to the Ukraine from the Ostryakovo 
railway station not far from Simferopol, Crimea, Monday, March 31, 2014. The new Russian tanks 
T-72B will be stationed on former Ukrainian military bases. 

(AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin) 
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AP sources: US considering 
early release of spy Pollard 


Glitches slow last minute Health Care sign-ups 


Continued from front 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON/JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The United States is 
talking with Israel about re¬ 
leasing convicted spy Jon¬ 
athan Pollard early from his 
life sentence as an incen- 



This photo shows Jonathan 
Pollard speaking during an 
interview in a conference 
room at the Federal 
Correction Institution in 
Butner, N.C. An AP source 
says the US is talking with 
Israel about early release of 
Pollard for concessions. 

(AP Photo/Karl DeBlaker) 

five to the Israelis in the 
troubled Mideast peace 
negotiations, people famil¬ 
iar with the talks said Mon¬ 
day. Releasing Pollard, a 
thorn in U.S.-lsraeli relations 
for three decades, would 
be an extraordinary step 
underscoring the urgency 
of U.S. peace efforts. 

Two people describing the 
talks cautioned that such 
a release — which would 
be a dramatic turnaround 
from previous refusals — 
was far from certain and 
that discussions with Israel 
on the matter were con¬ 
tinuing. Both spoke only 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to discuss the talks 
on the record. 

In return for the release, the 
people close to the talks 
said, Israel would have to 
undertake significant con¬ 
cessions to the Palestin¬ 
ians in Middle East nego¬ 
tiations. Such concessions 
could include some kind 
of freeze on Israeli settle¬ 
ments in disputed territory, 
the release of Palestinian 
prisoners beyond those Is¬ 
rael has already agreed to 
free and a guarantee that 
Israel would stay at the ne¬ 
gotiating table beyond an 
end-of-April deadline. 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry was meeting with 
chief Palestinian negotia¬ 


tor Saab Erekat and anoth¬ 
er Palestinian official late 
Monday, then planned 
an early Tuesday meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

U.S. defense and intelli¬ 
gence officials have con¬ 
sistently argued against 
releasing Pollard. 

Pollard, an American Jew, 
was a civilian intelligence 
analyst for the U.S. Navy 
when he gave thousands 
of classified documents to 
his Israeli handlers. The Is¬ 
raelis recruited him to pass 
along U.S. secrets including 
satellite photos and data 
on Soviet weaponry in the 
1980s. He was arrested by 
FBI agents in Washington 
in 1985 after unsuccessfully 
seeking refuge at the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington. 
He pleaded guilty to leak¬ 
ing classified documents 
to Israel and received a 
life sentence. President 
Barack Obama and his 
predecessors have refused 
to release Pollard despite 
pleas from Israeli leaders. 
Apart from any negotia¬ 
tions in the meantime, Pol¬ 
lard could be released 
from prison on Nov. 21, 
2015 — 30 years after his 
arrest. He has been serving 
his sentence at a federal 
facility in Butner, N.C. 

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney on Monday 
declined to discuss any 
possible deal. “He is a per¬ 
son who is convicted of es¬ 
pionage and is serving his 
sentence. I don't have any 
updates on his situation,” 
Carney told reporters at the 
White House. Ahead of his 
trip to the Middle East last 
March, Obama told Israeli 
television station Channel 
2 that Pollard “is an individ¬ 
ual who committed a very 
serious crime here in the 
United States.” “He’s been 
serving his time,” Obama 
said. “I have no plans for 
releasing Jonathan Pol¬ 
lard immediately but what 
I am going to be doing is 
to make sure that he, like 
every other American 
who’s been sentenced, is 
accorded the same kinds 
of review and the same 
examination of the equities 
that any other individual 
would provide.”□ 


Her diabetic mother would 
start sweating so they’d 
have to leave. 

The insurance markets — or 
exchanges — offer subsi¬ 
dized private health insur¬ 
ance to people who don't 
have access to coverage 


through their jobs. The fed¬ 
eral government is taking 
the lead in 36 states, while 
14 other states plus Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., are running 
their own enrollment web¬ 
sites. 

New York, running its own 
site, reported more than 
812,000 had signed up by 
Sunday morning, nearly 
100,000 of them last week. 
However, it’s unclear what 
those numbers may mean. 
The administration hasn't 
said how many of the 6 mil¬ 
lion people nationally who 
had signed up before the 
weekend ultimately closed 
the deal by paying their 
first month’s premiums. 
Also unknown is how many 
were previously uninsured 
— the real test of Obama’s 
health care overhaul. In 
addition, the law expands 
coverage for low-income 
people through Medicaid, 
but only about half the 
states have agreed to im¬ 
plement that option. 
Though March 31 was the 
last day officially to sign 
up, millions of people are 


potentially eligible for ex¬ 
tensions granted by the 
administration. 

Those include people who 
had begun enrolling by the 
deadline but didn't finish, 
perhaps because of errors, 
missing information or web¬ 
site glitches. The govern¬ 
ment says it will accept pa¬ 


per applications until April 
7 and take as much time 
as necessary to handle un¬ 
finished cases on Health- 
Care.gov. Rules may vary 
in states running their own 
insurance marketplaces. 
The administration is also 
offering special extensions 
to make up for all sorts of 
problems that might have 
kept people from getting 
enrolled on time: Natural 
disasters. Domestic abuse. 
Website malfunctions. Er¬ 
rors by insurance compa¬ 
nies. Mistakes by applica¬ 
tion counselors. 

Those who still don’t get 
health insurance run the 
risk that the Internal Rev¬ 
enue Service will fine them 
next year for remaining 
uninsured. It remains to be 
seen how aggressively the 
penalties called for in the 
law are enforced. 

Also, the new markets 
don’t have a monopoly on 
health insurance. People 
not already covered by an 
employer or a government 
program can comply with 
the insurance mandate 


by buying a policy directly 
from an insurer. They’ll just 
have to pay the full premi¬ 
um themselves, although 
in a few states there may 
be an exception to that 
rule as well. 

Supporters of the law held 
their breath early Monday 
when the website was tak¬ 


en down. 

Administration spokesman 
Aaron Albright said the site 
undergoes “regular nightly 
maintenance" during off- 
peak hours and the period 
was extended because 
of a “technical problem.” 
He did not say what the 
problem was, but an offi¬ 
cial statement called it “a 
software bug” unrelated to 
application volume. 

House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner of Ohio said Monday 
that Republicans remain 
committed to repealing 
Obama's law. 

But its supporters are wast¬ 
ing no time trying to shape 
the next open enrollment 
season, starting Nov. 15. 
The advocacy group Fami¬ 
lies USA will announce ten 
recommendations Tues¬ 
day to make the system 
more consumer-friendly. 
They range from providing 
more in-person assistance 
with sign-ups, to eliminat¬ 
ing premium penalties 
for smokers, to aligning 
enrollment with tax-filing 
season. □ 
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Applicant Daniel Padilla, 34, waits during a health care enrollment event at AltaMed Health Insur¬ 
ance Resource Center, Monday, March 31, 2014, in Los Angeles. Monday was the open enroll¬ 
ment deadline for signing up for insurance under the health care act. 

(AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu) 
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Man who shot at White House 
in 2011 sentenced to 25 years 



An American flag hangs from the only cedar post left standing at the scene of a deadly mudslide, 
Monday, March 31, 2014, in Oso, Wash. 

(AP Photo/The Herald, Sofia Jaramillo, Pool) 


Washington Mudslide: 

Official number of victims rises to 24 


JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

Idaho man who pleaded 
guilty to firing an assault 
rifle at the White House in 
2011, striking the execu¬ 
tive mansion more than 
half a dozen times, was 
sentenced Monday to 25 
years in prison. 

Prosecutors initially 

charged Oscar Ramiro 
Ortega-Hernandez with 
attempting to assassinate 
President Barack Obama 
but agreed to drop the 
charge as part of a plea 
deal last year. Ortega- 
Hernandez instead plead¬ 
ed guilty to two charges 
including damaging the 
home. The president and 
first lady Michelle Obama 
were not home at the 
time of the shooting, and 
no one was injured. But 
prosecutors said Ortega- 
Hernandez, 23, jeopar¬ 
dized the lives of numer¬ 
ous others. That included 
two other members of the 
Obama family who were 
at the home as well as 
White House employees 
and staff. Secret Service 
agents, tourists and by¬ 
standers. Prosecutors said 
the bullets from Ortega- 
Hernandez's gun caused 
nearly $100,000 worth of 
damage to the home. 
They asked that Ortega- 
Hernandez spend 27 14 
years in prison. 
Ortega-Hernandez him¬ 
self told the judge he was 
“deeply sorry” for putting 
people in danger when he 
drove by the White House 
on the night of Nov. 11, 
2011 and shot at the home 
from his car. He said that 
he “never meant to hurt 
anybody.” 

“I'm not a bad person. I 
made a huge mistake,” he 
said before pleading for a 
10-year sentence. 


Ortega-Hernandez’s law¬ 
yers argued that he was 
suffering from extreme de¬ 
pression and mental stress 
at the time of the shooting 
and was under the mis¬ 
guided belief that the end 
of the world was coming. 
Ortega-Hernandez’s law¬ 
yers said his motivation in 
firing a gun at the White 
House was to “call atten¬ 
tion to what he believed 
was the coming apoca¬ 
lypse." 

They said in written filings 
with the court that he re¬ 
jected shooting at loca¬ 
tions in Idaho Falls, where 
he is from, as well as at the 
Grand Canyon and Stat¬ 
ue of Liberty, because he 
didn’t think they would at¬ 
tract enough attention. 
One of Ortega-Hernan¬ 
dez’s lawyers, Robert Fei- 
tel, stressed Monday that 
his client never intended 
to assassinate the presi¬ 
dent. He noted that Orte¬ 
ga-Hernandez pleaded 
guilty instead to the charg¬ 
es of “injury to a dwelling 
and placing lives in jeop¬ 
ardy,” as well as “using, 
carrying and discharging 
a firearm during a crime 
of violence.” But pros¬ 
ecutor George Varghese 
called Ortega-Hernandez 
a “lone wolf domestic ter¬ 
rorist" during Monday's 
hearing, which lasted ap¬ 
proximately two hours, 
and said he “placed 
countless lives in jeopar¬ 
dy.” Varghese described 
how Ortega-Hernandez 
practiced using his gun in 
Idaho. He also detailed 
statements from friends 
and acquaintances who 
said Ortega-Hernandez 
referred to himself as “the 
modern day Jesus," railed 
against the government 
and said he wanted to kill 
Obama, calling him “the 
anti-Christ.” □ 


LISA BAUMANN 
MANUEL VALDES 
Associated Press 
DARRINGTON, Washington 
(AP) — Crews searching 
through the muck and dev¬ 
astation wrought by Wash¬ 
ington’s deadly mudslide 
are finding more human re¬ 
mains, bringing the official 
death toll to 24. 

Seventeen of those 24 vic¬ 
tims have been positively 
identified, the Snohomish 
County medical examin¬ 
er’s office said Monday af¬ 
ternoon. Previously, the of¬ 
ficial death toll was 21, with 
15 victims identified. 

More than two dozen peo¬ 
ple remain missing, authori¬ 
ties have said. 

Steve Harris, a division su¬ 
pervisor for the search ef¬ 
fort, said search teams are 
learning more about the 
force of the March 22 slide, 
and that is helping them 
better locate victims in a 
debris field that is 70 feet 
(21 meters) deep in places. 


“There’s a tremendous 
amount of force and ener¬ 
gy behind this," Harris said 
of the slide. He didn't pro¬ 
vide further details. 

Harris said search dogs are 
the primary tool for find¬ 
ing remains in the small, 
mountainside community 
about 55 miles (88 kilome¬ 
ters) northeast of Seattle. 
He said searchers are find¬ 
ing human remains four to 
six times per day. Some¬ 
times crews only find par¬ 
tial remains, which makes 
the identification process 
harder. A makeshift road 
completed over the week¬ 
end links one side of the 
300-acre debris field to the 
other. Searchers have had 
to contend with treacher¬ 
ous conditions, including 
household chemicals, sep¬ 
tic tanks, gasoline and pro¬ 
pane containers. When res¬ 
cuers and dogs leave the 
site, they are hosed off by 
hazardous materials crews. 
Gov. Jay Inslee on Monday 


asked President Barack 
Obama for a major disaster 
declaration in Snohomish 
County to make programs 
available to help individu¬ 
als, households and busi¬ 
nesses. 

Last week, a federal emer¬ 
gency declaration was 
approved that provided a 
federal disaster team and 
specialized personnel to 
the slide area. 

Estimated financial losses 
have reached $10 million, 
Inslee said, adding that 
about 30 families need 
assistance with housing, 
along with personal and 
household goods. The esti¬ 
mated losses include near¬ 
ly $7 million in structures 
and more than $3 million in 
their contents, Inslee's let¬ 
ter said. 

Members of the Seattle Se- 
ahawks football team and 
Seattle Sounders soccer 
team were scheduled to 
visit with community mem¬ 
bers Monday evening.Q 
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‘Ten Most Wanted’ suspect pleads not guilty in NY 



In this Monday, March 31, 2014 photo, Joshua Argueta speaks to the media outside the U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Courthouse in Central Islip, N.Y. Argueta attended the arraignment of Juan Elias Garcia, who 
is accused of murdering Argueta's sister Vanessa and her 2-year-old son Diego Torres. Garcia, 
who was on the FBI's list of “Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” until his capture in Nicaragua last week, 
pleaded not guilty and is being held without bail. 

(AP Photo/Frank Eltman) 


FRANK ELTMAN 
Associated Press 
CENTRAL ISLIP, New York 
(AP) — A purported mem¬ 
ber of the El Salvador- 
based MS-13 street gang 
charged in the killings of 
his 19-year-old girlfriend 
and her toddler son was 
ordered held without bail 
during his arraignment 
Monday. 

Juan Elias Garcia, 21, a 
native of El Salvador who 
spoke through an inter¬ 
preter, entered a not guilty 
plea to murder, murder 
conspiracy and firearms 
charges before U.S. District 
Court Judge Joseph Bian¬ 
co in Central Islip, on Long 
Island. 

He was captured last week 
in Nicaragua, one day af¬ 
ter being placed on the 
FBI’s list of its “Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives." 

The courthouse is in the 
same town where authori¬ 
ties say Garcia and three 
others participated in the 
February 2010 killings of 
Vanessa Argueta and her 
2-year-old son, Diego Tor¬ 
res. They said the woman 
was killed in retaliation for 
her association with sus¬ 
pected members of other 
street gangs. 

About two dozen members 
of Argueta’s family were in 


the tightly secured court¬ 
room. Many wore buttons 
with a picture of the moth¬ 
er and child. 

Several members of Gar¬ 
cia’s family also were pres¬ 
ent. They declined to speak 
with reporters. Defense at¬ 
torney Barry Rhodes did not 
comment. 

Garcia, who authorities say 
was the first MS-13 gang 
member to make the FBI's 
most wanted list, alleg¬ 
edly brought Argueta to a 
wooded area after promis¬ 
ing to take her to dinner. 
Argueta was accompa¬ 
nied by two other reputed 
MS-13 members who had 
received permission from 
the gang’s leader to carry 
out the killing, according to 
the FBI. 

Garcia and a co-defen¬ 
dant both fired shots, killing 
Argueta, authorities said. 
After seeing his mother 
killed, authorities said the 
toddler began crying. He 
was shot once in the head, 
but clutched at Garcia’s 
leg before one of Garcia’s 
co-conspirators fired a sec¬ 
ond, fatal shot into the little 
boy’s head, according to 
authorities. 

The bodies of mother and 
child were found the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

In a statement Friday, the 


FBI said Garcia had surren¬ 
dered and “voluntarily re¬ 
turned to the United States 
to face charges.” He was 
indicted last month, shortly 
after he turned 21. That is 
when he lost federal juve¬ 
nile protection status that 
had prevented authorities 
from naming him publicly. 
“News media outlets, both 


domestic and abroad, 
displayed Garcia's pho¬ 
tograph to members of 
the public hoping some¬ 
one would turn him in,” 
Venizelos said following 
the capture. “The pressure 
generated by this publicity 
was too much for Garcia 
to bear, resulting in his sur¬ 
render and return to the 


United States." 

MS-13 has a strong pres¬ 
ence throughout the U.S., 
particularly in areas with 
substantial Salvadoran 
populations such as South¬ 
ern California, the District of 
Columbia and northern Vir¬ 
ginia. The gang also is allied 
with several Mexican drug 
cartels. □ 


GM, US safety agency face Congress over recalls 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — The head 
of America’s auto safety 
watchdog is blaming Gen¬ 
eral Motors for a failure to 
act sooner to warn con¬ 
sumers of a defect in small 
cars that is linked to 13 
deaths. 

For its part, GM continues 
its efforts to show regula¬ 
tors and consumers that it's 
more focused on safety, 
announcing the recall of 
another 1.5 million vehicles 
on Monday. 

In written testimony re¬ 
leased ahead of a Tues¬ 
day House subcommittee 
hearing, acting National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad¬ 
ministration chief David 
Friedman says GM had in¬ 
formation connecting de¬ 
fective ignition switches to 
the non-deployment of air 


bags, but didn’t share it un¬ 
til last month. 

GM CEO Mary Barra will 
also testify. 

Committee members will 
press Barra and Friedman 
to explain why neither the 
company nor the safety 
agency moved to recall 
millions of small cars with a 
defective ignition switch, 
even though GM knew of 
the problem as early as 
2001. 

“Sitting here today, I can¬ 
not tell you why it took 
years for a safety defect to 
be announced in (the small 
car) program, but I can tell 
you that we will find out," 
Barra said in prepared testi¬ 
mony submitted to the sub¬ 
committee. 

GM has recalled 2.6 million 
cars for the faulty switch. 
That recall prompted GM 
to name a new safety chief 


and review its recall pro¬ 
cesses. 

With Monday’s recall, GM 
has now recalled 6.3 million 


vehicles since February. 
GM estimates the actions 
will cost it $750 million. 

The House hearing — and a 


separate one Wednesday 
before a Senate subcom¬ 
mittee — will likely be tense 
and emotional. □ 
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Prosecutor: 

Woman stabbed beau 25 times with heel 


JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — A wom¬ 
an attacked her boyfriend 
in a fit of rage, sat on him 
after knocking him down 
and then stabbed him to 
death with the stiletto heel 
of her shoe, striking him at 
least 25 times in the face, a 
prosecutor told jurors Mon¬ 
day. 

Ana Trujillo’s lawyer, 
though, said it was she 
who was attacked, and 
she defended herself from 
59-year-old Alt Stefan An- 
dersson using the only 
weapon she had avail¬ 
able. 


Trujillo, 45, a native of Mex¬ 
ico, had reconciled. 

The prosecutor described 
Andersson as mild-man¬ 
nered and quiet, and Tru¬ 
jillo as hot-tempered. 

On the night of the slaying, 
the couple was out drink¬ 
ing before they returned 
to Andersson’s apartment. 
Mickelson said Trujillo got 
angry after arriving home 
and that the two began 
arguing. 

Mickelson told jurors that 
during the confrontation, 
Andersson was injured and 
fell on his back. Trujillo sat 
on Andersson, preventing 
him from getting up, and 


a wall, grabbed her and 
threw her over a couch. 
“She couldn’t breathe. 
And she was begging and 
begging (Andersson) to let 
her go. ... He started suffo¬ 
cating her. ... She did the 
only thing she could do, 
take a weapon at her dis¬ 
posal, which was a shoe, 
and started hitting him,” 
Carroll said. 

Rosemary Gomez, a cab 
driver who drove Trujillo 
and Andersson back to his 
condominium on the night 
of the slaying told jurors she 
had picked up the couple 
from a Houston bar. 
Gomez said that during 



Ana Lilia Trujillo, left, sits in the courtroom before opening arguments in her trial, Monday, March 
31, 2014, in Houston. Trujillo, 45, is charged with murder, accused of killing her 59-year-old 
boyfriend, Alf Stefan Andersson, at his Museum District high-rise condominium in June 2013. 

(AP Photo/Houston Chronicle, Brett Coomer) 


Testimony began Mon¬ 
day in Trujillo’s murder trial. 
Prosecutors say she killed 
Andersson, who was a Uni¬ 
versity of Houston professor 
and researcher, during an 
argument at his condo¬ 
minium in June. She is free 
on a $100,000 bond. 

During opening state¬ 
ments, prosecutor Sarah 
Mickelson said Trujillo had 
a history of being angry 
and aggressive in her 
contentious on-again, off- 
again relationship with An¬ 
dersson, a native of Swe¬ 
den who became a U.S. 
citizen. 

Mickelson said that ear¬ 
lier in June, Andersson and 


repeatedly struck him in 
the face and head with 
her shoe, she said. 

“The one thing we can be 
sure of in this case is that 
Ana Trujillo is not a victim. 
Ana Trujillo struck Stefan 
Andersson 25 times with 
the heel of her shoe while 
he lay on the floor and 
bled out,” Mickelson said. 
Trujillo’s attorney, John 
Carroll, described Anders¬ 
son as an alcoholic who 
would become violent 
toward Trujillo. He said on 
the night of Andersson’s 
death, Trujillo planned to 
leave him and go to a 
friend’s house, but Ander¬ 
sson slammed her against 


the short drive home, Tru¬ 
jillo was belligerent toward 
her, cursing as she tried to 
tell Gomez what streets to 
take. Gomez said Anders¬ 
son was embarrassed by 
Trujillo’s behavior and that 
“he never cursed. He nev¬ 
er got out of line.” 

Gomez said she told An¬ 
dersson, "You need to be 
careful. Your friend is out of 
control.” 

“He got my hand and 
squeezed it and said, ‘I’ll 
be OK,”’ Gomez said. 
Gomez testified she was so 
worried for Andersson that 
she got out of her cab, 
held Andersson’s hands 
and prayed for himQ 



Asiana Airlines: secondary cause 
of SF crash was bad software 

© 2014 New York Times 
By MATTHEW L. WALD 

WASHINGTON - While the world has been fixated on 
the disappearance of Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, the 
investigation in the crash of another Boeing 777, the 
Asiana flight into San Francisco last July, is plodding 
forward, and the Korean carrier is raising arguments 
that threaten to put another question mark over the 
jetliner. 

The circumstances of the crashes could not have 
been more different; Asiana’s crash, into the sea wall 
in front of a runway at San Francisco International Air¬ 
port, was captured on video, with debris spread over 
a few hundred feet of runway. Three people died and 
scores were injured, but most people walked away. In 
contrast, everyone on the Malaysia plane is presumed 
lost and the cause is, for now, a mystery. 

In San Francisco, the prime cause was quickly clear; 
even Asiana faulted its crew for failing to notice that 
the airplane was flying far too slowly to stay in the air. 
But it is also blaming “inconsistencies in the aircraft’s 
automation logic.” 

The carrier said Monday in a filing with the National 
Transportation Safety Board that bad software design 
“led to the unexpected disabling of airspeed protec¬ 
tion without adequate warning to the flight crew" and 
that a system to warn the crew of low airspeed did 
not sound soon enough. The airline also said that the 
approach ordered by air traffic controllers “led to an 
excessive pilot workload during the final approach.” 
Boeing has focused on the crew’s failure to maintain 
proper airspeed, which is expected to be listed by the 
NTSB as the probable cause of the crash. Asiana’s fil¬ 
ing is an effort by the airline to have the plane’s design 
characteristics listed among the contributing factors. 
The board’s conclusions are not admissible in court, 
but its ranking of factors often influences how a car¬ 
rier's insurance company and the plane's builder ap¬ 
portion the damage settlements or court judgments. 

In the Asiana crash, the crew believed that an auto¬ 
throttle would manipulate the engines to keep the 
plane’s airspeed within the range needed for a safe 
landing, somewhat like the way the cruise control in a 
car will adjust the throttle to keep the speed constant. 
It became obvious in the first few days after the crash 
that because of a quirk in two tightly linked systems, 
the autopilot and the auto-throttle, and because the 
crew had manually adjusted the throttles at one point, 
the auto-throttle had gone into “sleep” mode. 

This characteristic is well known and occurs when the 
autopilot is in a mode called flight level change, which 
is abbreviated on the relevant cockpit button as 
“FLCH.” The abbreviation has given rise to a nickname 
the pilots use for the characteristic, “the flitch trap.” 
After the crash, NTSB investigators were told by the 
specialists who train Asiana pilots that not only were 
the three men in the cockpit warned about the flitch 
trap, but they had been told that they could expect 
it while landing in San Francisco because the typical 
approach at the airport required a fast descent and 
extensive use of the autopilot in different modes. 

But Thomas Haueter, a former director of the office of 
aviation safety at the board and now a consultant to 
the airline, said that the flitch trap was “a bit of a setup 
for the unwary." 

If the crew had simply turned the auto-throttle off, he 
said, a separate system would have kicked in to keep 
the engines running hard enough to prevent aerody¬ 
namic stall. But with the auto-throttle in “sleep” mode, 
“there’s no protection at all; you’ve got nothing,” 
Haueter said. □ 
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Yellen states job market needs low rates ‘for some time’ 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen made clear Monday 
that she thinks the still-sub- 
par U.S. job market will con¬ 
tinue to need the help of 
low interest rates “for some 


time.” 

Yellen’s remarks signaled 
that even after the Fed 
phases out its monthly 
bond purchases later this 
year, it has no plans to 
raise a key short-term rate 
anytime soon. Her remarks 
sent a reassuring message 
to investors, many of whom 
had grown anxious that 
the Fed might raise short¬ 
term rates by mid-2015. 
Their concerns were stirred 
two weeks ago, when Yel¬ 


len suggested that the Fed 
could start raising short¬ 
term rates six months after 
it halts its bond purchases, 
which most economists ex¬ 
pect by year’s end. 

A short-term rate increase 
would elevate borrowing 
costs and could hurt stock 


prices. 

But on Monday, Yellen in¬ 
dicated that the Fed still 
thinks rates should remain 
low to stimulate borrowing, 
spending and economic 
growth. 

“I think this extraordinary 
commitment is still needed 
and will be for some time, 
and I believe that view is 
widely held by my fellow 
policymakers at the Fed,” 
Yellen said in her first major 
speech since taking over 


the Fed’s leadership in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

Stocks, which had been 
up before Yellen began 
speaking, rose further on 
her remarks. The Dow Jones 
industrial average closed 
up about 134 points. Low 
rates tend to lead some in¬ 


vestors to shift money into 
stocks and thereby raise 
stock prices. 

Speaking to a national 
conference on community 
reinvestment in Chicago, 
Yellen described the U.S. 
job market as less than 
healthy despite steady im¬ 
provement since the reces¬ 
sion ended nearly five years 
ago. She said the difficulty 
many people are still hav¬ 
ing finding full-time work 
shows that low rates are still 


needed to encourage bor¬ 
rowing and spending. 
Economists said they 
viewed Yellen’s comments 
as a message that even 
though the Fed is trimming 
its bond purchases, it’s no¬ 
where near moving to raise 
its benchmark short-term 


rate, which has been at a 
record low near zero since 
December 2008. 

“Chair Yellen pulled out just 
about every dovish tool in 
the box as she highlighted 
that the economy needs 
extraordinary support for 
some time,” said Bricklin 
Dwyer, an economist at 
BNP Paribas. Dwyer said 
he thinks the Fed’s first rate 
hike will come in early 2016. 
In an unusual touch for a 
speech by a Fed chief, Yel¬ 


len described the personal 
stories of three people who 
had lost their jobs during 
the recession and strug¬ 
gled to find work. 

“They are a reminder that 
there are real people be¬ 
hind the statistics,” Yellen 
said. She noted the strug¬ 
gles of a medical claims 
processor, a printing plant 
worker and a construction 
worker who lost their jobs 
during the Great Reces¬ 
sion. 

“The past six years have 
been difficult for many 
Americans, but the hard¬ 
ships faced by some have 
shattered lives and fami¬ 
lies,” she said. “Too many 
people know firsthand how 
devastating it is to lose a 
job at which you had suc¬ 
ceeded and be unable to 
find another; to run through 
your savings and even lose 
your home.” 

Yellen said that while the 
unemployment rate has 
fallen from a peak of 10 
percent in October 2009 
to 6.7 percent in February, 
by many measures the job 
market remains weak. She 
said she and her Fed col¬ 
leagues think an unem¬ 
ployment rate between 5.2 
percent and 5.6 percent 
would be “consistent with 
maximum sustainable em¬ 
ployment.” 

As she did at her first news 
conference two weeks 
ago, Yellen said she moni¬ 
tors measures beyond the 
unemployment rate in as¬ 
sessing the job market. 
These include the percent¬ 
age of unemployed work¬ 
ers who have been out 
of work for more than six 
months and a gauge of 
people without jobs who 
have stopped looking for 
one or who have had to 
take a part-time job even 
though they would like full¬ 
time work. □ 



Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington. Federal Reserve Chair 
Janet Yellen made clear Monday that she thinks the still-subpar U.S. job market will continue to need the help of low interest rates 
“for some time.” 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 
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Big Ears Music Festival: 


Festivalgoers heard whatever they wanted to hear 


BEN RATLIFF 

© 2014 New York Times 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. - The 

name should give the an¬ 
swer away, but there is a 
little bit of shadow chasing 
in the question of the es¬ 
sence of the wide-ranging 
three-day Big Ears music 
festival, which finished up 
its third edition here Sun¬ 
day. 

It is not a perfectly wrapped 
present for jazz fans, rap 
nerds, the rustic Americana 
brigade, dance-music kids, 
metal-heads, avant-garde 
obscurantists, post-college 
hipster generalists or the 
classically trained. Its lit¬ 
erature will not elucidate: 
There was not a name of a 
single musical genre in the 
opening paragraphs of the 
About page on its website 
this year. That’s something, 
especially at a time when 
the unseen forces of digital 
music-data companies are 
defining American tastes, 
and using genre as the ba¬ 
sic tool of figuring out who 
you are and how you can 
be sold. Sorry: How you 
can be sold to. 

But it's got to be about 
something, right? It’s partly 
about classical music co¬ 
existing with, and cross-ref¬ 
erencing, popular music, 
and yes, those are impov¬ 
erished and misleading 
terms. I saw and heard 
over the weekend some 
loud, aggressive, viscid 
music that happened to 
be notated: the Romanian 
composer lancu Dumitres- 
cu’s “South Pole,” played 
by Stephen O'Malley and 
Oren Ambarchi on lap¬ 
tops and electric guitars. I 
also saw some non-notat- 
ed music that was pretty 
streamlined and orderly: for 
instance, Mark McGuire’s 
twinkly, benevolent, yoga¬ 
time instrumentals for gui¬ 
tar and electronics. 

But more than partly, this 
year’s festival - attendance 
was a little under 2,000 
each day - was about rep¬ 
etition and looping, and 
the intimation of eternity 
or cyclical time that these 
strategies lend to the com¬ 
poser, or, more important, 
to the listener. This sort of 
thing transcends any idea 


of genre and could be 
found all over the place 
through the weekend, 
in the notated and non- 
notated, from compos¬ 
ers and musicians of three 
generations, in big theaters 
and small clubs. 

Those strategies were sure 
enough there in “Loop,” 
a new piece composed 
by the Radiohead guitar¬ 
ist Jonny Greenwood, and 
played by him Saturday, 
and in John Adams' 1978 


in Body/Head, the duo of 
Kim Gordon and Bill Nace; 
in the intersecting rhythm 
trails of Steve Reich’s “Mu¬ 
sic for 18 Musicians,” deliv¬ 
ered with authority by En¬ 
semble Signal; and in the 
sonic and philosophical at¬ 
tack of two performances 
by the Japanese improvis¬ 
er Keiji Haino. 

What all this adds up to is 
that Big Ears seems to be 
a festival about the ex¬ 
perience of listening, full 


to AC's founder Ashley 
Capps, because plans for 
Reich as the central fig¬ 
ure for the 2011 edition fell 
through because of calen¬ 
dar restrictions, and partly 
because Capps grew too 
busy dealing with other 
concerns, including Bonn- 
aroo, in Manchester, Tenn., 
and the management of 
the historic Tennessee and 
Bijou Theaters here on Gay 
Street. (I asked Capps this 
year, as I did at the two 


The city is responding: The 
festival sold four times as 
many weekend passes 
this year as in 2010, and 
it has given rise to two 
smaller rebel festivals (or, 
since this is the courteous 
South, “companion” fes¬ 
tivals): Hello City and one 
with a vulgar name. They 
were held in small clubs 
and a wood-and-iron art¬ 
ists' workshop in the Happy 
Holler neighborhood north 
of downtown; they were 



Oren Ambarchi, left, performs with Stephen O'Malley at the Knoxville Museum of Art during the Big Ears music festival in Knoxville, 
Tenn., March 30, 2014. The three-day event finished its third edition Sunday, featuring a diverse range of progressive and experi¬ 
mental acts that coexist across genres. 

(Mike Belleme/The New York Times) 


“Shaker Loops,” performed 
Sunday affernoon by solo¬ 
ists from the Wordless Music 
Orchestra, without a con¬ 
ductor, so that the gradual 
accelerandos in the piece 
had to be accomplished 
by the seven-member 
group itself as a self-regu¬ 
lating body. 

They also appeared in 
sets of enveloping, frac¬ 
tured electronic music by 
Tim Hecker and Oneohtrix 
Point Never: in an evening 
concert, and a noontime 
laughter workshop, by the 
zither player, singer and 
meditation leader Laraaji; 


stop, rather than listening 
to genre X or tradition Y. 
It gives concertgoers - in 
comfortable theaters, in 
a comfortable town with¬ 
out a lot of other distrac¬ 
tions - as much power as 
a composer or performer 
in determining what mu¬ 
sic means, gambling that 
those concertgoers might 
over time grow a culture 
around that feeling. 
Produced by AC Enter¬ 
tainment, based in Knox¬ 
ville, the festival started 
in 2009, repeated in 2010 
and has been on hiatus 
since - partly, according 


previous festivals, to de¬ 
fine the festival. This time 
he said it was really about 
“overcoming resistance”: 
not just a listener’s resis¬ 
tance to going outside a 
familiar genre, but resis¬ 
tance to the thought that 
a festival like this should 
happen here, not in New 
York or San Francisco.) 

Big Ears has come back 
with the help of a multi¬ 
year grant from the Aslan 
Foundation, through the 
Knoxville Central Business 
Improvement District. 

The amount starts with 
around $300,000 in 2014. 


bustling. 

Within the Big Ears sched¬ 
ule there were connec¬ 
tions to be drawn. 

There was the one be¬ 
tween Reich, 77, and 
Greenwood, 42: On Sun¬ 
day in the Tennessee the¬ 
ater, Greenwood played 
Reich’s “Electric Counter¬ 
point." 

There was the idea of psy¬ 
choacoustics: the phasing, 
in-and-out-of-unison ef¬ 
fects in Reich’s music and 
also in the engulfing sound 
of O’Malley’s performanc¬ 
es, with multiple amplifier 
stacks. □ 
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Koreas trade fire; island residents in shelters 
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South Korean marine LVT-7 landing craft sail to shores through smoke screens during the U.S.-South Korea joint military exercises called Ssangyong, part of the 
Foal Eagle military exercises, in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, March 31, 2014. South Korea said North Korea has announced plans to conduct live-fire drills near 
the rivals' disputed western sea boundary. The planned drills Monday come after an increase in threatening rhetoric from Pyongyang and a series of rocket and 
ballistic missile launches in an apparent protest against the annual military exercises by Seoul and Washington. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon) 


HYUNG-JIN KIM 
JUNG-YOON CHOI 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— North and South Korea 
fired hundreds of artillery 
shells into each other's wa¬ 
ters Monday in a flare-up 
of animosity that forced 
residents of five front-line 
South Korean islands to 
evacuate to shelters for 
several hours, South Kore¬ 
an officials said. 

The exchange of fire into 
the Yellow Sea followed 
Pyongyang's sudden an¬ 
nouncement that it would 
conduct live-fire drills in 
seven areas north of the 
Koreas' disputed maritime 
boundary. North Korea 
routinely test-fires artil¬ 
lery and missiles into the 
ocean but rarely discloses 
those plans in advance. 
The announcement was 
seen as an expression of 
Pyongyang's frustration at 
making little progress in its 


recent push to win outside 
aid. 

North Korea fired 500 
rounds of artillery shells 
over more than three 
hours, about 100 of which 
fell south of the sea bound¬ 
ary, South Korean Defense 
Ministry spokesman Kim 
Min-seok said. South Ko¬ 
rea responded by firing 
300 shells into North Korean 
waters, he said. 

No shells from either side 
were fired at any land or 
military installations, but 
Kim called the North's ar¬ 
tillery firing a provocation 
aimed at testing Seoul's 
security posture. There was 
no immediate comment 
from North Korea. 

In Washington, White 
House spokesman Jona¬ 
than Lalley called North 
Korea’s actions “danger¬ 
ous and provocative” and 
said they would further ag¬ 
gravate tensions in the re¬ 
gion. 


Monday’s exchange was 
relatively mild in the history 
of animosity and violence 
between the Koreas, but 
there is worry in Seoul that 
an increasingly dissatisfied 
North Korea could repeat 
the near-daily barrage 
of war rhetoric it carried 
out last spring, when ten¬ 
sions soared as Pyongyang 
threatened nuclear strikes 
on Washington and Seoul 
in response to condemna¬ 
tion of its third nuclear test. 
Residents on front-line 
South Korean islands spent 
several hours in shelters 
during the firing, and offi¬ 
cials temporarily halted fer¬ 
ry service linking the islands 
to the mainland. Kang My- 
eong-sung, speaking from 
a shelter on Yeonpyeong 
island, which is in sight of 
North Korean territory, said 
he didn’t hear any fighter 
jets but heard the boom of 
artillery fire. 

The poorly marked west¬ 


ern sea boundary has 
been the scene of several 
bloody naval skirmishes 
between the Koreas in re¬ 
cent years. In March 2010, 
a South Korean warship 
sank in the area following 
a torpedo attack blamed 
on Pyongyang that left 46 
sailors dead. North Korea 
denies responsibility for the 
sinking. In November 2010, 
a North Korean artillery 
bombardment killed four 
South Koreans on Yeonpy¬ 
eong. 

The North has gradually di¬ 
aled down its threats since 
last year's tirade and has 
sought improved ties with 
South Korea in what foreign 
analysts say is an attempt 
to lure investment and aid. 
There has been no major 
breakthrough, however, 
with Washington and Seoul 
calling on the North to first 
take disarmament steps to 
prove its sincerity about im¬ 
proving ties. 


Recent weeks have seen 
an increase in threaten¬ 
ing rhetoric and a series of 
North Korean rocket and 
ballistic missile launches 
considered acts of protest 
by Pyongyang against an¬ 
nual ongoing springtime 
military exercises by Seoul 
and Washington. The North 
calls the South Korea-U.S. 
drills a rehearsal for inva¬ 
sion; the allies say they’re 
routine and defensive. 

“The boneheads appear 
to have completely forgot¬ 
ten the fact that Yeonpy¬ 
eong island was smashed 
by our military's bolt of 
lightning a few years ago,” 
a North Korean military of¬ 
ficial, Yun Jong Bum, said 
Monday, according to 
the North’s official Korean 
Central News Agency. 
Pyongyang also threat¬ 
ened Sunday to conduct a 
fourth nuclear test, though 
Seoul sees no signs it's 
imminent. □ 
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Egypt: Al-Jazeera reporters plead for release 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Three Al- 
Jazeera journalists on trial 
in Egypt directly asked the 
judge on Monday to re¬ 
lease them, insisting the 
terrorism charges against 
them were preposterous. 
The judge denied the re¬ 
quest for bail by Australian 
Peter Greste, Canadian- 
Egyptian Mohammed Fah- 


my and Baher Mohammed 
during the fourth hearing 
in the trial that opened on 
Feb. 20. 

The trial marks the first 
time journalists have been 
charged with terrorism- 
related offenses in Egypt, 
drawing international criti¬ 
cism. 

The three, along 17 oth¬ 
ers, face terrorism-related 
charges based on the 


Egyptian authorities' accu¬ 
sations that they provided 
a platform to the Muslim 
Brotherhood group of oust¬ 
ed President Mohammed 
Morsi, which the govern¬ 
ment has declared a ter¬ 
rorist organization. 

Their defenders say they 
were just doing their job as 
journalists. 

Greste, Fahmy and Mo¬ 
hammed spoke after the 


judge took the unusual 
move of allowing all the 
defendants out of the 
cage, which serves as the 
dock in Egyptian trials, to 
approach the bench and 
address him directly with 
requests. 

Besides the three journalists, 
five other defendants were 
in court Monday, with the 
rest being tried in absentia. 
“The idea that I could 


have an association with 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
is frankly preposterous," 
Greste told the judge, Mo¬ 
hammed Nagi Shehata. He 
said that he was an award¬ 
winning journalist with years 
of experience and that 
he constitutes no threat to 
anybody in Egypt, adding 
he had been in the country 
only two weeks before his 
arrestO 


Syrian army pounds rebels in Assad’s home province 


BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces backed 
by militia fighters and war¬ 
planes pounded rebel 
units in Latakia province 
on Monday in a desperate 
effort to regain control of 
towns and villages in Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad's an¬ 
cestral homeland recently 
lost to an opposition offen¬ 
sive. 

Activists said fighting be¬ 
tween Assad loyalists and 
rebels was concentrated 
in the northern edge of 
Latakia province. 

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
said government troops 
bombarded rebel posi¬ 
tions with artillery as they 
tried to capture several 
strategic hilltops. Fighter 
jets also carried out several 
airstrikes. 

State TV said army troops 
captured one of the hilltop 
positions known as the Ob¬ 


servatory 45. It is a strate¬ 
gic post that is key to both 
sides because it has a com¬ 
manding view of the con¬ 
tested surrounding moun¬ 
tains and green plains 
below. The rebels and op¬ 


position groups have not 
confirmed its capture. 

It later showed footage of 
what it said were rebels 
killed in the area during 
the government offensive. 
Several bearded men in 


military uniforms lay dead, 
covered with blood, as 
government troops stood 
in the background. 
Opposition fighters from 
several conservative and 
hard-line Islamic groups, in¬ 


cluding the al-Qaida-affili- 
ated Nusra Front, launched 
their assault on the north¬ 
ern stretches of Latakia 
province along the Turkish 
frontier March 21. So far, 
they have seized a border 
crossing, several villages 
and the predominantly 
Armenian-Christian town of 
Kassab. 

They’ve also gained con¬ 
trol of an outlet to the sea 
for the first time since Syria’s 
uprising began three years 
ago. 

Their push for the area 
from which Assad's fam¬ 
ily hails from appeared to 
have caught Damascus off 
guard. Government forces, 
backed by Lebanese Hez¬ 
bollah fighters, have re¬ 
cently triumphed against 
the opposition along the 
border area with Lebanon, 
ousting rebels from their 
border strongholds inside 
Syria and cutting off supply 
routes from fhe neighbor¬ 
ing country. Q 



This photo posted on the official Facebook page of the Syrian Presidency, shows Syrian President 
Bashar Assad talking with soldiers with during Syrian Arab Army day in Darya, Syria. Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces backed by militia fighters and warplanes pounded rebel units in Latakia province on 
Monday in a desperate effort to regain control of towns and villages in President Bashar Assad's 
ancestral homeland recently lost to an opposition offensive. 

(AP Photo/Syrian Presidency via Facebook, File) 


Pakistan’s former ruler pleads not guilty to treason 


SALMAN MASOOD 
© 2014 New York Times 
ISLAMABAD - Pervez Mush¬ 
arraf, Pakistan’s former 
military ruler, pleaded not 
guilty to treason charges 
Monday after being for¬ 
mally indicfed by a special 
court here, according to 
lawyers in the case. 

The indictment was a turn¬ 
ing point for Pakistan, 
where the military has long 
dominated the civilian 
leadership and no military 
ruler has ever been tried for 
abuse of power. 

But the court proceedings 
Monday might also have 
a silver lining for Musharraf, 


who requested that the 
special court panel allow 
him to travel abroad to 
seek medical treatment. 
The three-member panel 
did not reject his request 
outright, suggesting that 
Musharraf could approach 
the government about 
having his name removed 
from the list of people 
barred from leaving fhe 
country. 

Muhammad Farogh Nas- 
eem, a lawyer for Mush¬ 
arraf, said the former lead¬ 
er had already asked the 
Interior Ministry for permis¬ 
sion to leave. Earlier, Nas- 
eem urged the court to al¬ 


low Musharraf to travel to 
the United Arab Emirates to 
visit his ailing mother in the 
hospital, and also to be al¬ 
lowed to go to the United 
States for his own treat¬ 
ment. 

Publicly, government of¬ 
ficials dismissed the idea 
that Musharraf would be 
allowed to travel. 

But for months there has 
been speculation that 
Musharraf might eventually 
be allowed to leave the 
country as a way to defuse 
a case that could bring the 
military into conflict with 
the judiciary and the civil¬ 
ian government of Prime 


Minister Nawaz Sharif. 
Defense Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif told the 
Pakistani Parliament on 
Monday that the govern¬ 
ment could arrange an air 
ambulance to ferry Mush¬ 
arraf’s ailing mother to Pak¬ 
istan. 

Asif also said that the coun¬ 
try’s military and civilian 
leadership were “on the 
same page.” 

During the court proceed¬ 
ings, Musharraf stood de¬ 
fiantly as charges were 
read out, then pleaded not 
guilty. 

“I fought two wars for the 
country,” he told the court 


during an impassioned 
speech that lasted just un¬ 
der half an hour. 

Musharraf is accused of 
subverting Pakistan’s Con¬ 
stitution in 2007, when he 
imposed emergency rule 
and fired high-ranking judi¬ 
cial officials in an attempt 
to maintain his grip on 
power. He resigned under 
threat of impeachment in 
2008 and left the country. 
He returned to Pakistan in 
March 2013 to revive his 
political career but instead 
found himself ensnared in 
a phalanx of court cases 
stemming from his time in 
power. □ 
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Scandal hits South Africa’s Zuma 

CHRIS TORCHIA 
Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A scandal surrounding more 
than $20 million in state spending on the South African 
president's private home has ignited a debate about 
moral leadership and alleged corruption ahead of 
May elections, even prompting satirical songs based 
on smash hits such as “Gangnam Style.” 

The uproar comes at a pivotal time for President Ja¬ 
cob Zuma and his ruling African National Congress 
party, the former anti-apartheid movement that has 
dominated South African politics since the end of 
white racist rule two decades ago. Opposition parties 
hope to make inroads against the electoral front run¬ 
ner by driving a wedge between ANC supporters and 
the president, whose tenure has been hit by allega¬ 
tions of state graft. 

President Jacob Zuma said government security offi¬ 
cials controlled the project at his home and that ef¬ 
forts by the political opposition to bring criminal charg¬ 
es against him for alleged misuse of state money will 
fail. South Africa media reported Monday. 

“There is no case,” The New Age newspaper quoted 
Zuma as saying at a campaign stop near opposition- 
held Cape Town. “They can look for me even under 
the trees. They are never going to find me because I 
never did anything wrong." 

On March 19, South Africa’s state watchdog agency 
released a report concluding that Zuma inappropri¬ 
ately benefited from state funding and should pay 
back some money for the alleged security upgrades 
at the president's rural Nkandla residence. Some con¬ 
struction had nothing to do with security, including an 
amphitheater, a visitors’ center, a chicken run and an 
area for cattle, according to the report. 

Many South Africans are incensed by the building of 
a swimming pool at Nkandla that was described by 
project officials as a “fire pool,” or a reservoir to be 
used to douse any blaze. They are delighted, in turn, 
by a YouTube parody of the catchy “Gangnam Style” 
song by South Korea’s Psy. 

“Nkandla Style” doesn’t feature any trademark dance, 
just a revolving view of a pile of coins and cartoons of 
a pulsating transistor radio. 

The lyrics include, “If you’re number one, you get to 
drive the gravy train,” and “Yes I’m swimming in your 
money but I don't know, I don't know, skinny dipping 
with all my honeys, cool in the pool, my fire pool.” 
Another spoof came from South African DJ Gareth 
Cliff, who riffs off American rapper Jay Z’s “Empire 
State of Mind” with a chorus that goes, “Secret jungle 
where dreams are made of/There’s nothing you can’t 
do/Now you're in Nkandla.” 

The scandal follows the suspension last year of some 
security officials after a chartered plane carrying 200 
guests from India to a lavish family wedding was al¬ 
lowed to land at a South African airforce base. Critics 
said it was an example of inappropriate links between 
big business and top government ranks. 

The executive committee of the ruling party, which in¬ 
cludes Zuma, said Monday that it was committed to 
accountability and it had noted the watchdog report 
on the president’s home. There are “processes that 
need to be given a chance,” including a report from 
Zuma as well as a separate state probe, it said. 

Some prominent figures in the African National Con¬ 
gress, however, have lamented the Nkandla spend¬ 
ing in a country with a deep divide between rich and 
poor. Last week, Business Day newspaper published 
a column by Pallo Jordan, a former Cabinet minister 
who criticized ministers in charge of the project and 
said Zuma bore “moral responsibility.”□ 


Israeli court convicts Olmert of bribery 


JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — An Is¬ 
raeli court on Monday 
convicted ex-Prime Minis¬ 
ter Ehud Olmert in a high- 
profile bribery case, crush¬ 
ing his hopes for a political 
comeback and setting the 
stage for him to become 
the first Israeli premier to 
go to prison. 

The verdict capped a 
four-decade political ca¬ 
reer that saw Olmert trans¬ 
form himself from a sharp- 
tongued backbencher 
into a global statesman 
whose push for peace with 
the Palestinians was cut 


earned the developers tax 
breaks and other benefits. 
The hilltop development, 
resembling a large fortress, 
is a frequent target of criti¬ 
cism because of ifs hulking 
appearance. 

Olmerf was charged for 
acts committed while he 
was mayor of Jerusalem 
and minister of industry 
and trade, years before 
he became prime minister. 
He was accused of taking 
bribes to push the project 
forward. 

Olmerf rejected all allega¬ 
tions of wrongdoing, and 
tried to portray a key wit¬ 
ness, the late businessman 


rarely stuck. 

Olmert, 68, faces up to 
seven years in prison. And 
under Israeli law, he would 
have to wait at least seven 
more years after serving his 
sentence to run for office. 
Even if he somehow wins an 
appeal, he has become so 
tainted that a comeback 
is virtually impossible, said 
Tamir Sheafer, a professor 
of political science at Jeru¬ 
salem’s Hebrew University. 
“The ruling is so damaging 
politically that even if he 
is somehow exonerated, 
his career is over," he said. 
“He had to come out as 
pure as snow to carry on.” 



Former Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, center, arrives to the District Court to attend his hearing 
for a corruption case, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Monday, March 31, 2014. The court handed down the 
verdict in the wide-ranging Jerusalem real estate scandal case related to Olmert’s activities 
before becoming prime minister in 2006. A total of 13 government officials, developers and other 
businesspeople were charged in three separate schemes. (AP Photo/Oliver Weiken, Pool) 


short by his legal troubles. 
“It's a sad day for my 
country,” President Shimon 
Peres, a Nobel peace lau¬ 
reate, said during an offi¬ 
cial visit to Austria. 

Olmert was among 13 
government officials, de¬ 
velopers and business- 
people charged in fhree 
separate schemes related 
to a housing development 
in Jerusalem. The Israeli 
media described the case 
as the largest corruption 
scandal ever exposed in 
Israel. 

According to the original 
2012 indictment, millions of 
dollars illegally changed 
hands to promote a se¬ 
ries of real estate projects, 
including the “Holyland” 
housing development, 
which required a radical 
change in zoning laws and 


Shmuel Dechner, as unreli¬ 
able. 

But in a stinging rebuke. 
Judge David Rozen dis¬ 
missed Olmert’s version. 
He "tried to get the court 
to tarnish (the name) of 
the state witness, at the 
price of telling lies in his 
testimony in court,” Rozen 
wrote in his decision. 
Olmert’s aides said an ap¬ 
peal was likely. "We will 
study the case closely, 
and this is probably not the 
end," said Amir Dan, an 
Olmert confidant. 
Sentencing is set for April 
28. Legal experts said the 
conviction would almost 
certainly entail prison time 
— all but ending a long 
political career that has 
repeatedly been dogged 
by corruption allegations 
that, until Monday, had 


Olmert has already faced 
a trial on separate charg¬ 
es of accepting illicit funds 
from an American sup¬ 
porter and double-billing 
Jewish groups for trips 
abroad. He was cleared 
in 2012 of the most serious 
charges but convicted on 
a lesser count of breach of 
trust for steering jobs and 
contracts to clients of busi¬ 
ness partners and got a 
suspended one-year sen¬ 
tence. That verdict was 
seen as a moral victory, 
and Olmert had signaled 
an intention to return to 
politics after the Holyland 
case was resolved. Ol¬ 
mert had been seen as 
one of fhe few polificians 
capable of mounting a 
challenge as a centrist al¬ 
ternative to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.Q 
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Low-cost Dominican surgeries spark warnings by US 


BEN FOX 
EZEQUIEL LOPEZ 
Associated Press 
SANTO DOMINGO, Domini¬ 
can Republic (AP) — Bev¬ 
erly Brignoni was a young 
New Yorker seeking a less 
expensive way to enhance 
her appearance and she 
did what many other peo¬ 
ple are now doing: travel 
to the Dominican Republic 
for cosmetic surgery. 

It went horribly wrong. The 
28-year-old died Feb. 20 
from what the doctor told 
her family was a massive 
pulmonary embolism while 
getting a tummy tuck and 
liposuction at a clinic in the 
Dominican capital recom¬ 
mended by friends. Fam¬ 
ily members have serious 
questions about her death 
and want local authorities 
to investigate. 

"We want to know exact¬ 
ly what happened,” said 
Bernadette Lamboy, Bri- 
gnoni’s godmother. “We 
want to know if there was 
negligence.” 

The district attorney’s of¬ 
fice for Santo Domingo 
says it has not yet begun 
an investigation because it 
has not received a formal 
complaint from Brignoni’s 
relatives. Family members 
say they plan to make one. 
Shortly after Brignoni’s 
death, the Health Ministry 
inspected the Vista del Jar- 
din Medical Center where 
she was treated and or¬ 
dered the operating room 
temporarily closed, citing 
the presence of bacte¬ 
ria and violations of bio- 
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This undated photo, courtesy of the Brignoni family and posted 
to the instagram account belonging to Beverly Brignoni, shows 
a selfie she took at an unknown location. Brignoni was a young 
New Yorker seeking a less expensive way to enhance her 
appearance and she did what many other people are now 
doing: travel to the Dominican Republic for cosmetic surgery. 

It went horribly wrong. The 28-year-old died Feb. 20, 2014 from 
what the doctor told her family was a massive pulmonary 
embolism while getting a tummy tuck and liposuction at a 
clinic in the Dominican capital recommended by friends. 
Family members have serious questions about her death and 
want local authorities to investigate. 

(AP Photo/Courtesy of Brignoni Family) 


sanitary regulations. The 
doctor who performed the 
procedure and the clinic 
have not responded to re¬ 
quests for comment. 
Brignoni’s death is unusual, 
but it is not isolated. Con¬ 
cerns about the booming 
cosmetic surgery business 
in the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic are enough of an issue 
that the State Department 
has posted a warning on 
its page for travel to that 
country, noting that in 
several cases U.S. citizens 
have suffered serious com¬ 
plications or died. 

The U.S. Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control issued an 
alert March 7 after health 
authorities in the United 
States reported that at 
least 19 women in five 
states had developed seri¬ 
ous mycobacterial wound 
infections over the previ¬ 
ous 12 months following 
cosmetic procedures in 
the Dominican Republic 
such as liposuction, tummy 
tucks and breast implants. 
There were no reported 
deaths in those cases, but 
treatment for these types 
of infections, which have 
been caused in the past 
by contaminated medical 
equipment, tend to involve 
long courses of antibiotics 
and can require new sur¬ 
gery to remove infected 
tissue and drain fluid, said 
Dr. Douglas Esposito, a 
CDC medical officer. 
"Some of these patients 
end up going through 
one or more surgeries and 
various travels through the 


Another Mexican vigilante leader accused of murder 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Au¬ 
thorities announced Mon¬ 
day they have arrested 
another leader of the vigi¬ 
lante "self-defense” forces 
in western Mexico and ac¬ 
cused him of participating 
in the killing of a rival, the 
second such arrest in less 
than a month. The arrests 
come amid a broadening 
government crackdown 
on the vigilantes, who took 
up arms a year ago to 
fight the Knights Templar 
drug cartel. The groups 
became popular in many 
towns because they were 
able to kick out the car¬ 


tel, whose gunmen had 
demanded extortion pay¬ 
ments from local residents, 
farmers and businesses. 

But the vigilantes have 
brought their own form 
of lawlessness to largely 
agricultural Michoacan 
state, with rivalries, alleged 
thefts and possible links to 
a rival drug gang based 
in the neighboring state 
of Jalisco. The federal 
government envoy to Mi¬ 
choacan, Alfredo Castillo, 
said at a news conference 
Monday that the leader of 
the vigilante group in the 
town of Yurecuaro, Enrique 
Hernandez Salcedo, had 
been arrested for illegal 


weapons possession. Cas¬ 
tillo said prosecutors were 
also planning to charge 
him with ordering the kill¬ 
ing of the mayor of the 
nearby town of Tanhuato, 
Gustavo Garibay. Castillo 
alleged Hernandez Salce¬ 
do organized the March 
22 killing of the mayor be¬ 
cause Garibay “was op¬ 
posed to the presence of 
the self-defense forces in 
the town of Tanhuato.” 

He said authorities had 
previously detained 14 
members of the Yurecu¬ 
aro vigilante group un¬ 
der Hernandez Salcedo’s 
command. Five of those, 
including one who was lat¬ 


er found dead, allegedly 
participated in the killing 
of Garibay, waiting for the 
mayor outside his house 
and attacking him as he 
emerged. 

Some of them implicated 
their leader in the crime, 
Castillo said. 

The town of Tanhuato was 
apparently strategic be¬ 
cause it lies near Michoa- 
can’s border with Jalisco. 
Castillo said gangs would 
often kill people in Michoa¬ 
can and take their bodies 
to Jalisco for burial in clan¬ 
destine graves, though he 
did not say whether the 
vigilantes had been in¬ 
volved in those killings.^ 


medical system,” Esposito 
said. “They take a long 
time typically to get bet¬ 
ter.” 

The Dominican Repub¬ 
lic, like countries such as 
Mexico, Costa Rica and 
Thailand, has promoted 
itself as a destination for 
medical tourism, so-called 
because people will of¬ 
ten tack on a few days at 
a resort after undergoing 
surgery. The main allure is 
much lower costs along 
with the promise that con¬ 
ditions will be on par with 
what a patient would en¬ 
counter at home. 

In 2013, there were more 
than 1,000 cosmetic pro¬ 
cedures performed in the 
Dominican Republic, 60 
percent of them on for¬ 
eigners, according to the 
country’s Plastic Surgery 
Society. 

The Internet is flooded with 
advertisements and testi¬ 
monials from people who 
say they have had suc¬ 
cessful procedures in the 
Dominican Republic, and 
an industry of “recovery 
houses” has sprung up to 
serve clients, along with 
promoters who canvass for 
clients in the United States. 
The price is often about a 
third of the cost in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

In 2009, Dominican author¬ 
ities charged Dr. Johan 
Tapia Bueno with illegally 
practicing plastic surgery 
at his apartment after sev¬ 
eral women, including a 
local television personality, 
accused him of malprac¬ 
tice that left them with 
infections. Awaiting trial, 
he has pleaded innocent 
to charges that include 
fraud. 

Juan Linares, a lawyer 
hired by Brignoni’s boy¬ 
friend, said he is still await¬ 
ing an autopsy report. 
Because she arrived in the 
country late at night on a 
delayed flight and was on 
the operating table early 
the next morning, a main 
concern is whether she 
received an adequate 
medical evaluation be¬ 
fore the procedure. Gra¬ 
ham, the Florida surgeon, 
said sitting on a plane for 
several hours can cause 
blood to stagnate in the 
legs and increase the risk 
of an embolism. □ 
















Tonight April 1st: 

Arubian Soul in Concert at the Cas di Cultura 



ORANJESTAD - That Aruba 
has many local musical 
talents is known under the 
public, especially during 
carnival season when all 
these artists are featured 
on the giant bandwag¬ 
ons. But what about fea¬ 
turing local musicians in a 
collaboration album? And 
providing them a proper 
platform such as our local 
theatre? 

That is what Arubian Soul is 
all about. Tuesday the 1st 
of April, Cas di Cultura will 


host the first ever Arubian 
Soul concert which will 
showcase the artists that 
have worked on the like- 
named album produced 
with the financial support 
of Unoca. The public at¬ 
tending can enjoy sweet 
Tumba music. Jazz, Bach- 
ata. Salsa and even Pop. 
The goal of this album and 
show is to promote Aruban 
music as a form a World 
Music. 

Famous local talents such 
as Michelangelo Kool- 




this week, are just a few of 
these talents performing 
this night. 

Other musicians featured 
are Ron Martis perform¬ 
ing the song ' mi kier sa’ 
Jelitza Croes featured in 
the Tumba rythmed song ‘ 
Mihor nos separa”, Chan- 
tal Quandt featured in 
the song ‘ Un Bon Muhe" 
and Ruthjean Landaeta 
Helder and her husband 
Rajiv Landaeta will be per¬ 
forming together in the 
songs “ Awe te cos” and 
the Antillean Waltz “ Aru¬ 
ba ta mi cas”. Tickets for 
this fabulous Arubian Soul 
night are available at Cas 
Di Cultura Date and Time: 
Tuesday the 1st of April, 
8:00-10:00pm. The album 
is available on ITunes, at 
Cas di Cultura on the day 
of the show, at the 'Waf in 
front of Royal Plaza, Unoca 
and Hopi Bon Grill.Q 


man (singer), known for 
his hit song at the moment 
“ Mundo ta un milager’ 
Martin Buitenweg who has 
done most of the guitar ar¬ 
rangements on the album. 


Miguel Genser, who is not 
only famous for his vocal 
and songwriting skills but 
he is also the star of the 
current hit movie ‘ Abo So’ 
playing in local theatres 
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Honoring at Marriot Ocean Club! 



PALM BEACH - Recently, 
Ms. Marouska Heyliger hon¬ 
ored William and Peg Bau¬ 
er from Maine as Goodwill 


Ambassadors, and Bob 
and Gloria Lorenz from Il¬ 
linois as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors. The certificates were 


presented in the name of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity, commemorating their 
20th and 10th consecutive 


visits to the island, at the 
Marriott Ocean Club. In the 
photos, all the honorees 
are seen together with Ma¬ 


rouska Heyliger from ATA 
and General Manager of 
the Marriott Ocean Club Er¬ 
win Noguera.Q 


Brad and Dawn Wegard honored 
at the Marriott Surf Club 


PALM BEACH - Mr. and Mrs. 
Brad and Dawn Wegard 
were recently honored as 
Distinguished Visitors on the 
occasion of their 10th con¬ 


secutive visit to Aruba. Ms. 
Marouska Heyliger repre¬ 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority conducted the 
ceremony which was held 


at the Marriott Surf Club. 
According to the couple, 
they love the friendly peo¬ 
ple and the ‘home away 
from home' feeling. 
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The honorees are seen in Manager from Marriott Surf 
the photos together with Club, and Marouska Hey- 
Jenny Boekhoudt and liger from ATAO 
Joop Bangma, General 
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Waiter and the Donkey Sanctuary can use your help! 


BRINGAMOSA - We would donkeys. On the chip is 
like to introduce Waiter to information about the 


you, one of the donkeys 
that has found a home 
at the Aruba Donkey 
Sanctuary. Named 

after the Kellner family 
(kelner in Dutch translates 
into waiter), who was 
instrumental in catching 
this donkey. Unfortunately 
this kind animal has a 
broken leg and the future 
will tell whether he can 
still be operated. When a 
donkey has had a broken 
leg for too long, the bone 
grows back crookedly. 
And because nobody 
knows how long Waiter has 
been limping along before 
coming to the Sanctuary, 
x-rays will tell us what needs 
to be done to be able to 
give this donkey a good 
life within a protected 
environment. Until then the 
volunteers give him extra 
attention and treats and 
he is lapping it up! 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a 
chip, just like all the other 


donkey and its medical 
history. The donkeys at 
the sanctuary have a lot 
of friends with whom they 
can play all day long. And 
they love living there: they 
are well-cared for, they 
are fed and watered and 
when they are sick the 
vet is called. Yes, they are 
expensive customers for 
the sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying 
to cover the various costs 
with all kinds of activities 
and the sale of great 
donkey memorabilia in 
the shop. Fortunately, 
there are also visitors who 
wish to adopt a donkey, 
who buy something at 
the donkey shop or who 
make a donation. Thus 
they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 
visit the sanctuary, which 
has opening hours from 9 
am until 4 pm and in the 
weekend from 10 am until 
3. Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soft 


drink, a cup of coffee or a 
refreshing ice cream. 

The volunteers of the 
sanctuary are hoping that 
somebody will adopt this 
friendly, lovely donkey. 
Of course the donkey 
will keep on living at the 
sanctuary; you only need 
to pay AWG. 30,-- per 


month for the donkey’s 
keep. With this amount you 
help support the sanctuary 
as well as your own donkey. 
And you will receive a 
beautiful certificate and 
a super T-shirt and your 
name and photo will be 
posted on our website. So 
please call the sanctuary 


at 593-2933; you can also 
register via the website 
www.arubandonkey.org 
or donate money on bank 
account number 40.03.025 
at the Aruba Bank! Just do 
it! Would you like to follow 
the donkeys on Facebook: 
surf to Donkey Sanctuary 
Aruba pleaseO 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 



PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 


Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 


and much more. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 
Mar (pool deck), Westin 
Hotel lower lobby, Westin 
activity center (pool deck), 
Playa Linda resort next to 
the juice bar. Holiday Inn 
Desk and at the Concierge 





Grouper Fillet 
indian style r 


100 gr 


AH Basic 
Apple & black 
currant 


D&W Cheddar 
pepperoni 


forget sign up for your VI 


f lingandsons 


www.hngandsons.com 


w lingandsons 


^«HE# 
SUPERMARKET 
IN ARURA 




100 gr 





& Pelican Pier desk located 
between Holiday Inn hotel 
& Playa Linda Resort. 
Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 


daily for dinner reservations 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 
am. 

Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 
Bar offers a daily happy 
hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas.Q 






















































APNewsBreak: 

Dodgers set 
payroll record 
at $234M 

RONALD BLUM 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Los 

Angeles Dodgers set a re¬ 
cord with an opening-day 
payroll of $234 million Sun¬ 
day, according to a study 
of big league contracts by 
The Associated Press. 

The New York Yankees 
were a distant second at 
$199 million, ending their 
streak of six straight open¬ 
ers above the $200 million 
mark. The Yankees had 
topped the opening-day 
salary list for 15 straight 
years and had set the pre¬ 
vious mark of $230 million 
last season. 

The Dodgers spent more 
than five times the total of 
the Houston Astros, who 
at $45 million were last for 
the second straight year 
but vastly above their $27 
million outlay on opening 
day last season. Miami, 
at $47 million, repeated in 
29th place. “I think we've 
all noticed," San Francisco 
manager Bruce Bochy said 
of fhe Dodgers' spend¬ 
ing splurge. “We can’t 
get caught into it. I’ve al¬ 
ways preached this to the 
players: There’s no point 
in looking at what other 
clubs are doing or who 
they have, their assets, this 
and that. Dodgers pitcher 
Zack Greinke ended Alex 
Rodriguez's 13-year streak 
as the highest-paid player, 
earning $28 million, includ¬ 
ing a prorated share of 
his signing bonus. He's fol¬ 
lowed by Philadelphia’s 
Ryan Howard and Cliff Lee 
at $25 million each, the 
Yankees’ CC Sabathia at 
$24.3 million, and Seattle’s 
Robinson Cano and Texas’ 
Prince Fielder at $24 million 
apiece. 


Continued Next Page 
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Washington Nationals starting pitcher 
Stephen Strasburg throws in the first inning 
of a baseball game against the New York 
Mets on opening day at Citi Field, Monday, 
March 31, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


MLB heats up with full slate ore 
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Brewers beat Braves 2-0 in Braun’s 1 st game back 



Umpire Ted Barrett (65) listens to a headset during instant replay in the sixth inning of an Opening 
day baseball game between the Atlanta Braves and Miwaukee Brewers Monday, March 31,2014, 
in Milwaukee. Atlanta got a reversal of a call against the Milwaukee Brewers Ryan Braun at first 
base. 

Associated Press 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Brew¬ 
ers star Ryan Braun drew 
a standing ovation in his 
return from a drug suspen¬ 
sion, then was ruled out 
in the first call overturned 
under baseball's expand¬ 
ed replay system as Mil¬ 
waukee beat the Atlanta 
Braves 2-0 on Monday in a 
season opener. 

Braun went 1 for 4 and 
stole a base in the fourth 
inning that helped set up a 
two-run double by Aramis 
Ramirez. 

A smattering of boos dur¬ 
ing Braun's first at-bat was 
easily drowned out by the 
overwhelming applause. 
The former MVP was sus¬ 
pended for the final 65 
games last year in the Bio¬ 
genesis doping scandal. 
Later, Braun had his infield 
single to lead off the sixth 
overturned to out after the 
call was challenged by 
Braves manager Fredi Gon¬ 
zalez under Major League 
Baseball's new replay for¬ 
mat. 

The review took 58 sec¬ 
onds. 

Yovani Gallardo (1-0) 
tossed six shutout innings for 
the win. 

Making his first opening day 
start, Julio Teheran (0-1) al¬ 
lowed two runs and seven 
hits in six innings. 

CARDINALS 1, REDS 0 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Yadier 


Molina's homer broke a 
seventh-inning tie, leading 
St. Louis Cardinals to a vic¬ 
tory over the Reds. 

Adam Wainwright (1-0) 
used his refined sinker to 
finally get the best of the 
Reds, who have hit him like 
no other team. Wainwright 
allowed three hits in seven 
innings, fanning nine. 

St. Louis escaped a threat 
in the eighth. Trevor Rosen¬ 
thal retired all three bat¬ 
ters in the ninth, finishing a 
three-hitter for the defend¬ 
ing National League cham¬ 
pions. Bryan Price lost his 
managing debut with Cin¬ 
cinnati, which opened the 
season with eight players 
on the disabled list, its most 
since 2007. 

Johnny Cueto (0-1) allowed 
three hits in seven innings. 
PIRATES 1, CUBS 0, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Neil 
Walker homered off Carlos 
Villanueva leading off the 
10th inning as the Pirates 
benefited from an over¬ 
turned to call to beat the 
Cubs 1-0 on opening day. 
Reliever Bryan Morris (1-0) 
won with the help of an 
overturned pickoff call in 
the top of the 10th under 
Major League Baseball’s 
new replay system. Starter 
Francisco Liriano and four 
relievers combined for 11 
strikeouts. 


Emilio Bonifacio went 4 
for 5 for Chicago, but the 
Cubs were 0 for 11 with run¬ 
ners in scoring position and 
wasted a fine start by Jeff 
Samardzija, who scattered 
five hits over seven innings. 
NATIONALS 9, METS 7, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

NEW YORK (AP) — Antho¬ 
ny Rendon hit a three-run 
homer in the 10th inning 
and drove in a career-high 
four runs, twice rallying the 
Nationals against the Mets’ 


suspect bullpen for an 
opening-day victory. 
Denard Span hit a tying 
double with two outs in the 
ninth off closer Bobby Par¬ 
nell, and Ian Desmond put 
the Nationals in front for the 
first time with a sacrifice fly 
in the 10th. Rendon con¬ 
nected two batters later 
against former Washington 
pitcher John Lannan, se¬ 
curing a win for Matt Wil¬ 
liams in his first game as a 
major league manager. 


Stephen Strasburg struck 
out 10 over six innings in his 
third straight opening-day 
start. 

Juan Lagares and Andrew 
Brown both homered for 
New York after they were 
surprise additions to the 
lineup. Aaron Barrett (1- 
0) struck out two in a per¬ 
fect inning to win his major 
league debut. 

Jeurys Familia (0-1) took the 
loss, hurt by catcher Travis 
d'Arnaud's passed ball.Q 



In this Monday, Feb. 10, 2014 file photo, Los Angeles Dodgers 
pitcher Zack Greinke throws during spring training baseball 
practice in Glendale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


Continued from page 17 


The average salary was 
$3.95 million for the 853 


players on opening-day 
rosters and disabled lists, 
plus two players serving 
suspensions who earn part 


of their salaries. That was 
up 8.2 percent from last 
year's opening average of 
$3.65 million, the steepest 
increase since 2006. More 
than half the players — 486 
— earn $1 million or more. 
And that doesn’t even 
include two big-money 
deals in the lead-up to Sun¬ 
day night’s North Ameri¬ 
can opener between the 
Dodgers and San Diego: 
In a pair of agreements 
Friday, Detroit's Miguel Ca¬ 
brera earned a $292 million, 
10-year contract that adds 
eight additional seasons 
and $248 million to his ex¬ 
isting deal, and young Los 
Angeles Angels star Mike 
Trout reached a $144.5 mil¬ 
lion, six-year agreement 


that starts in 2015. 

MLB's median salary, the 
point where an equal 
number earn above and 
below, is $1,475,000 — up 
from $1,262,500 at the start 
of last season. 

Average and median sala¬ 
ries decline over the course 
of the season as veterans 
are released and replaced 
by younger players mak¬ 
ing closer to the minimum, 
which is $500,000 this year. 
The players' association 
calculated last season’s 
final average at $3.39 mil¬ 
lion, about $60,000 more 
than Major League Base¬ 
ball’s figure. 

The AP’s figures include 
salaries and prorated 
shares of signing bonuses 


and other guaranteed in¬ 
come for players on active 
rosters, disabled lists and 
the restricted list. For some 
players, parts of deferred 
money are discounted to 
reflect current values. 
Payroll figures factor in ad¬ 
justments for cash transac¬ 
tions in trades, signing bo¬ 
nuses that are the respon¬ 
sibility of the club agreeing 
to the contract, option 
buyouts and termination 
pay for released players. 
Figures do not include play¬ 
ers who started the season 
in the minor leagues, such 
as Atlanta pitcher Ervin 
Santana ($14.1 million) and 
Dodgers second base- 
man Alex Guerrero ($6.5 
million).□ 
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Phillies open with 


14-10 victory at Rangers 



Philadelphia Phillies’ Jimmy Rollins hits a grand slam home run against the Texas Rangers during 
the second inning of an opening day baseball game at Globe Life Park, Monday, March 31, 2014, 
in Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 


ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 

Jimmy Rollins hit a grand 
slam and pinch-hitter John 
Mayberry Jr. had a two-run 
double that put the Phila¬ 
delphia ahead to stay in a 
wild opening 14-10 victory 
over the Texas Rangers on 
Monday. 

Marlon Byrd and Cody As- 
che also homered for the 
Phillies, who scored their 
most runs in an opener 
since beating the Boston 
Beaneaters 19-17 in 1900. 
Cliff Lee (1-0) matched his 
career high by allowing 
eight runs and struck out 
only one, but the left-hand¬ 
er made it through five in¬ 
nings. 

Tanner Scheppers, the first 
pitcher since Fernando Va¬ 
lenzuela for the 1981 Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 1981 
to make his first big league 
start on opening day, gave 
up seven runs over four in¬ 
nings, including the slam by 
Rollins that made it 6-0 in 
the second. Mayberry had 
his tiebreaking hit in the fifth 
off Pedro Figueroa (0-1) for 
a 9-7 lead. 

ORIOLES 2. RED SOX 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Nelson 
Cruz celebrated his Balti¬ 
more debut by hitting a 
tiebreaking homer in the 
seventh off Jon Lester (0-1), 
sending World Series cham¬ 
pion Boston to an opening 
loss. 


Signed as a free agent in 
February, Cruz hit 27 hom¬ 
ers last year with Texas dur¬ 
ing a season marred by a 
50-game suspension stem¬ 
ming from an investigation 
of performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs. 

After missing two seasons 
recovering from knee sur¬ 
gery, Boston center fielder 
Grady Sizemore marked his 
return from a 922-day ab¬ 
sence with a second-inning 
single for his first hit since 
September 2011. The three¬ 
time All-Star for Cleveland 
later hit his first home run 
since July 15, 2011, also at 
Camden Yards. 

Zach Britton (1-0) pitched 
two scoreless innings, and 
Tommy Hunter worked the 
ninth for his first save. 

TIGERS 4, ROYALS 3 
DETROIT (AP) — Alex Gon¬ 
zalez drove in the winning 
run in his Detroit debut, lin¬ 
ing a single to left off Greg 
Holland in the ninth. 
Acquired by Detroit in late 
March following an injury 
to shortstop Jose Iglesias, 
Gonzalez made a costly er¬ 
ror in Kansas City’s three-run 
fourth but made up for that 
with a tying triple in the sev¬ 
enth. He then singled with 
men on first and third in the 
ninth, giving Brad Ausmus 
a win in his first game since 
replacing Jim Leyland as 
the Tigers' manager. 


Joe Nathan (1-0) pitched 
a scoreless ninth in his first 
appearance for the Tigers. 
Wade Davis (0-1) allowed a 
one-out walk to Alex Avila 
and a single to Nick Castel¬ 
lanos in the ninth. 

Holland — who had 47 
saves in 50 chances last 
year — couldn’t escape 
the jam as the Royals lost 
their sixth straight opener. 
RAYS 9, BLUE JAYS 2 
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) — David Price (1-0) al¬ 
lowed two runs and six hits 
over 7 1-3 innings to beat 


R.A. Dickey in a matchup 
of 2012 Cy Young pitching 
award winners. 

Matt Joyce drove in three 
runs for the Rays with a sac¬ 
rifice fly and two-run dou¬ 
ble off Dickey (0-1), who 
yielded six two-out runs in 
five innings. 

Toronto’s Jose Reyes left 
the lineup after his first at- 
bat because of a tight left 
hamstring. 

WHITE SOX 5, TWINS 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Alejan¬ 
dro De Aza hit two homers, 
and Jose Abreu had two 


hits in his major league de¬ 
but. 

Chicago's Paul Konerko 
got a loud ovation be¬ 
fore what was likely his fi¬ 
nal opener, although he 
wasn’t in the lineup. The 
White Sox are coming off a 
63-99 season, their poorest 
record since 1970. 

Chris Sale (1-0) allowed 
three runs and five hits in 7 
1-3 innings with eight strike¬ 
outs to beat Ricky Nolasco 
(0-1), who gave up five runs 
and 10 hits in six innings in 
his Twins debut. □ 


Smith, Denorfia lift Padres 
to 3-1 win over Dodgers 



San Diego Padres' Everth Cabrera slides past Los Angeles 
Dodgers catcher A.J. Elliswhile scoring in the eighth inning 
of the opening game of Major League baseball in the United 
States Sunday, March 30, 2014, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Seth 
Smith hit a tying homer 
leading off the eighth 
and Chris Denorfia singled 
home two runs to give the 
San Diego Padres a 3-1 vic¬ 
tory against the rival Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers in baseball’s 
North American opener 
Sunday night. 

Smith’s first hit with the Pa¬ 
dres came on a 2-0 pitch 
from Brian Wilson, who 
started the eighth after 
Hyun-Jin Ryu threw seven 
scoreless innings. It was his 
seventh career pinch-hit 


homer. He was acquired 
in an offseason trade with 
Oakland for reliever Luke 
Gregerson. 

Wilson (0-1) walked pinch- 
hitter Yasmani Grandal, 
who advanced when the 
veteran reliever couldn't 
handle Everth Cabrera’s 
bunt for an error. Grandal 
stole third and Cabrera 
took second on indiffer¬ 
ence before Denorfia hit a 
bouncer up the middle to 
bring them both in. 

Dale Thayer (1 -0) pitched a 
perfect eighth for the win. 
Huston Street finished for 


the save. 

The defending NL West 
champion Dodgers had 
started the regular season 
with a two-game sweep of 
the Arizona Diamondbacks 
in Sydney, Australia. 

Ryu got the start after reign¬ 
ing NL Cy Young Award 
winner Clayton Kershaw 
was scratched due to a 
swollen back muscle and 
then placed on the 15-day 
disabled list for the first time 
in his seven-year career. 

In a scheduling quirk, the 
left-hander started con¬ 
secutive regular-season 
games. He made his sea¬ 


son debut a week earlier, 
when the Dodgers beat 
the Diamondbacks in their 
second game in Sydney. 
Ryu retired 16 in a row from 


the second inning until one 
out in the seventh. He then 
walked rookie Tommy Med¬ 
ico, who was then erased 
in a 3-6-3 double playO 
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Pierce, Nets win 13th straight at home, top Wolves 



Brooklyn Nets' Paul Pierce dunks the ball during the first quarter 
of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves 
Sunday, March 30, 2014, at Barclay’s Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — NEW 

YORK (AP) — Paul Pierce 
scored 22 points as the 
Brooklyn Nets moved to 
the brink of a playoff spot 
by beating the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 114-99 on 
Sunday for their club re- 
cord-equaling 13th straight 
home victory. 

Pierce scored 16 in the first 
quarter, two nights after 
putting up 17 in the period, 
and didn’t miss a shot in ei¬ 
ther. Joe Johnson added 
19 points for the Nets, who 
would clinch a playoff spot 
if the New York Knicks lost 
to Golden State later Sun¬ 
day. 

Brooklyn equaled the lon¬ 
gest home winning streak 
in the NBA this season and 
the best in the history of the 
franchise. 

Corey Brewer and Kevin 
Martin each scored 21 for 
the Timberwolves, who 
had won two in row and 
were coming off the high¬ 
est-scoring game in the 
NBA this season, when they 
scored a franchise-record 
143 points in a rout of the 
Lakers on Friday. 
CAVALIERS 90, PACERS 76 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Dion 
Waiters scored 19 points 
and Luol Deng added 15 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers 
kept their playoff push go¬ 
ing with a 90-76 win over 


the Indiana Pacers, who 
are losing their grip on the 
No. 1 seed in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Tristan Thompson had 16 
rebounds as the Cavs 
snapped a nine-game los¬ 
ing streak against Indiana. 
Cleveland came in three 
games behind slumping. 


idle Atlanta for the confer¬ 
ence’s final playoff spot. 
With seven games left — 
six against teams with los¬ 
ing records — the Cavs still 
have a chance. 

The Pacers, meanwhile, are 
falling apart. They lost their 
fifth straight road game 
and now lead Miami by 


one game for the East's 
top record and home- 
court advantage. 

Paul George scored 15 and 
David West 14 for Indiana, 
which fell behind by 21 in 
the fourth quarter. 

THUNDER 116, JAZZ 96 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Kevin Durant had 31 points 
and nine assists to help the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
defeat the Utah Jazz. 
Durant scored at least 25 
points for the 38th con¬ 
secutive game, the lon¬ 
gest streak since Michael 
Jordan did it in 40 straight 
games for the Chicago 
Bulls during the 1986-87 
season. 

Russell Westbrook scored 
19 points. Serge Ibaka had 
17 points and Caron Butler 
added 15 for the Thunder, 
who have won six of sev¬ 
en. Oklahoma City shot 55 
percent from the field and 
made 11 of 18 3-pointers 
and 23 of 26 free throws. 
Enes Kanter had 18 points 
and 12 rebounds for the 
Jazz, who have lost four in 
a row. 

RAPTORS 98, MAGIC 93 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
DeMar DeRozan had 28 
points, Jonas Valanciunas 
added 20 points and nine 
rebounds, and the Toronto 
Raptors escaped with a 
victory over the Orlando 
Magic. 


Trailing 96-93 with 8.9 sec¬ 
onds to play, the Magic 
had the ball and an op¬ 
portunity to tie the game. 
But coming out of a time¬ 
out they failed to inbound 
the ball, turning it over on a 
5-second violation. DeRo¬ 
zan was fouled and hit a 
pair of free throws to pro¬ 
vide the final margin. 

The win was the Raptors' 
third in a row and seventh 
straight over the Magic. 
Toronto swept the season 
series 3-0. 

Nik Vucevic led the Magic 
with 22 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds. 

BULLS 107, CELTICS 102 
BOSTON (AP) — D.J. Augus¬ 
tin scored 15 of his career- 
high 33 points in the fourth 
quarter, helping the Chica¬ 
go Bulls held off the slump¬ 
ing Boston Celtics. 

Augustin was perfect from 
the foul line on 10 attempts 
and was 10-for-14 from the 
floor, including a 3-pointer 
late in the period to break a 
96-all tie and give Chicago 
the lead for good. He fol¬ 
lowed that with six straight 
free throws to help the Bulls 
close out the Celtics. 
Joakim Noah finished 
with 13 points, 13 assists 
and eight rebounds for 
the Bulls, who will try for a 
three-game season sweep 
against the Celtics on Mon¬ 
day night in Chicago. □ 



In this April 25, 2013 photo, running shoes and other items adorn 
a makeshift memorial near the Boston Marathon finish line in 
Boston's Copley Square. 


Boston bombing exhibit 
includes shoes, runner bibs 


PAIGE SUTHERLAND, 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Mourners 
began leaving thousands 
of items at a makeshift me¬ 
morial near the finish line 
of the Boston Marathon 


Associated Press 

to honor the victims of the 
twin bombings there last 
April. 

Some left teddy bears, 
signs and marathon bibs 
while others draped run¬ 
ning sneakers to commem¬ 


orate the three people 
killed and more than 260 in¬ 
jured during the April 15 at¬ 
tacks. A cross was set up for 
fhe Massachuseffs Institute 
of Technology police offi¬ 
cer fatally shot three days 
later amid a search for the 
bombing suspects. 

To mark the anniversary of 
the bombings, the mate¬ 
rial will be curated into an 
exhibit called “Dear Bos¬ 
ton: Messages from the 
Marathon Memorial." It will 
be hosted by the Boston 
Public Library from April 7 
to May 11. Among the nu¬ 
merous heartfelt messages 
left at Copley Square was 
one from a Sandy Hook 


mother that reads, “We 
understand. Sending love 
and support.” Other notes 
urged resilience: “Don’t let 
this stop you. Stay Boston 
Strong” and “We will run 
again.” 

One colorful sign had more 
than 10 towns in Massachu¬ 
setts forming the shape of a 
heart, saying “Stands with 
Boston!!!” underneath. And 
multiple messages of “I 
love my city” and “Boston 
Strong” memorabilia were 
scattered throughout the 
square. 

Messages were sent from 
across the world, including 
Israel, South Korea, Turkey 
and Venezuela. 


But the long-term home for 
these artifacts is still in flux. 
Until then, any paper trib¬ 
utes will be held in the Bos¬ 
ton archives and the other 
artifacts will be kept in stor¬ 
age. 

An online catalog called 
“Our Marathon” is hosted 
by Northeastern Univer¬ 
sity and features 18,000 
cards addressed to the 
mayor's office. Photos of 
other objects that can’t be 
scanned will also be includ¬ 
ed. The city has also lent 
out a few of the items for 
exhibits at the Cambridge 
Public Library, Northeastern 
University and the mayor's 
officeO 
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Crosby helps Penguins beat Blackhawks 4-1 



Nashville Predators forward Rich Clune (16) fights with Washington Capitals defenseman Patrick 
Wey (56) in the first period of an NHL hockey game on Sunday, March 30, 2014, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby scored twice in the 
final five minutes, helping 
the Pittsburgh Penguins to 
a 4-1 victory over the inju¬ 
ry-riddled Chicago Black- 
hawks on Sunday night. 

The Blackhawks also lost 
captain Jonathan Toews to 
an upper-body injury in the 
second period. 

Toews was hit hard by Pen¬ 
guins defenseman Brooks 
Orpik and was holding his 
left arm on the bench be¬ 
fore heading down the run¬ 
way. 

James Neal and Lee 
Stempniak also scored for 
the Penguins, who won 
their second straight and 
snapped a three-game 
home losing streak. Marc- 
Andre Fleury made 25 
saves in his 36th victory of 
the season. 

Orpik drilled Toews in the 
corner with 6:30 remaining 
in the second period while 
the two went for a loose 
puck. 

It’s been a rough stretch for 


injuries for the defending 
Stanley Cup champions, 
who will be without star for¬ 
ward Patrick Kane for the 
rest of the regular season 
due to a lower-body injury. 
Bryan Bickell is out with an 
upper-body injury but is ex¬ 
pected to return soon. 
Sheldon Brookbank scored 
for the Blackhawks, who 
have lost three straight in 
regulation for the first time 
since February 2012. 

BRUINS 4, FLYERS 3 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Pa¬ 
trice Bergeron scored in 
the second period and 
also tallied in the shootout, 
leading Boston to the vic¬ 
tory. 

The Bruins have won nine 
straight road games, a sin¬ 
gle-season club record. 
Reilly Smith, the fifth Boston 
shooter, clinched the vic¬ 
tory in the tiebreaker. The 
Bruins went 15-1 -1 in March. 
Vincent Lecavalier scored 
twice for the Flyers, includ¬ 
ing the tying goal with 25 
seconds left in regulation. 
Lecavalier’s first goal was 


the 400th of his career. 
Kimmo Timonen scored for 
Philadelphia, which has 
lost three of four to remain 
in third place in the Metro¬ 
politan Division. 

Andrej Meszaros and Zde- 
no Chara also scored for 


the Bruins. 

RED WINGS 3, LIGHTNING 2 
DETROIT (AP) — David Leg- 
wand had a goal and an 
assist as Detroit held off 
Tampa Bay to move into 
seventh place in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 


Joakim Andersson and 
Gustav Nyquist also scored 
for Detroit, and Jonas Gus- 
tavsson stopped 26 shots. 
Valtteri Filppula and Sami 
Salo scored for Tampa Bay 
and Ben Bishop made 27 
saves.Q 


Hobie Alter, who 
revolutionized surfing, dies 



In this undated photo provided Monday, March 31, 2014, by 
Hobie Designs, shows design innovator Hobart “Hobie” Alter. 

Associated Press 


JOHN ROGERS 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two 

words — surfboards and 
Hobie — were all but syn¬ 
onymous in the early 1960s, 
when teenagers who saw 
movies such as “Gidget” 
and “Beach Party” rushed 
to the shores of Southern 
California to try a mesmer¬ 
izing new water sport. 

The lightweight, maneu¬ 
verable boards built by a 
surfer dude known as Ho¬ 
bie carried people into the 
pastime that for decades 
had remained all but invis¬ 
ible outside California and 
Hawaii. 

Hobart Laidlaw Alter (it’s 
unlikely many users of his 
gear knew his last name or 
even if he had one) toiled 
in a small beachfront shop 
in Dana Point, cranking out 
those boards by the thou¬ 
sands. 

Hobie surfboards eventu¬ 


ally became the linchpin of 
a multimillion-dollar, world¬ 
wide empire that, by the 
time its unassuming name¬ 
sake died last week, had 
grown to include catama¬ 
rans, skateboards, beach 
wear and more. 

Hobie died Saturday at his 
Palm Desert home after a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 
He was 80. 

The man who revolution¬ 
ized surfing with a cheap, 
lightweight, easily maneu¬ 
verable board might have 
stayed out of the limelight 
for most of his life, but the 
boards and catamarans 
he created did not. 

“The basic surfboard struc¬ 
ture for 90 percent of the 
surfboards around the 
world remains the foam 
core that he developed, 
and that was 50 years 
ago,” Steve Pezman, pub¬ 
lisher of Surfer’s Journal and 
a longtime friend of Hobie, 


said Monday. 

When Hobie built his first 
surfboard, about the time 
he graduated from high 
school in 1950, the old-fash¬ 
ioned, heavy wooden ones 
that had limited the sport 
to the strongest and most 
determined athletes were 
beginning to give way to 
lighter balsa wood boards. 
But balsa wood was hard 
to come by. 

A few years after Hobie 
moved his board-building 
operation out of his parents 
Laguna Beach garage in 
1954, he and his friend Gor¬ 
don “Grubby” Clark de¬ 
cided they could build a 
better board using a poly¬ 
urethane foam core. 

It took a year of trial and 
error, but they prevailed: 
The result was a board that 
was easy to shape, so light 
a child could carry it to the 
ocean, and so maneuver- 
able a good surfer could 


do all sorts of stunts on it. 
Soon Hobie was working 
with a small staff, produc¬ 
ing 250 boards a week and 
struggling to keep up with 
demand. 

His timing had been for¬ 
tuitous. “Gidget,” the film 
based on author Frederick 
Kohner’s surfing-obsessed 
teenage daughter and her 
goofy friends, had arrived 
in theaters in 1959, sending 
millions on a quest to ride 
the wild surf — preferably 
on a reasonably priced 


surfboard. 

Soon fhe Hobie board, 
which refailed for a little 
more than $100, and its 
distinctive logo were ubiq¬ 
uitous.He had been a first- 
rate surfer, compefing in 
Hawaii's Makaha Interna¬ 
tional Surfing Champion¬ 
ships in 1958 and 1959, and 
by the mid-1960s he was 
living in a beachfront home 
where he discovered it was 
impossible to launch a 
heavy sailboat from any¬ 
where but a marinaO 
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Studies find new drugs greatly lower cholesterol 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

new class of experimental 
medicines can dramatical¬ 
ly lower cholesterol, raising 
hopes of a fresh option for 
people who can't tolerate 
or don't get enough help 
from Lipitorand other statin 
drugs that have been used 
for this for decades. 

The first large studies of 
these drugs were present¬ 
ed Saturday at an Ameri¬ 
can College of Cardiology 
conference in Washington, 
and more will follow on 
Sunday. 

Several companies are 
developing these drugs, 
which are aimed at 70 mil¬ 
lion Americans and millions 
more worldwide who have 
high LDL or “bad” choles¬ 
terol, a major risk for heart 
disease. 

Three studies of Amgen 
Inc.’s version of these 
drugs, called evolocum- 
ab, found it lowered LDL 
by 55 to 66 percent from 
baseline levels compared 
to others who took a fake 
drug, and by nearly that 
much when compared 
to Merck’s Zetia, another 
cholesterol medication. 

As impressive as that is, it’s 
still just part of the picture. 
Doctors want evidence 
that the way these drugs 
lower cholesterol also will 
lead to fewer heart attacks 
and deaths, because that 
proof already exists for 
statins. New studies are 
underway to test this, but 
Amgen said it will seek U.S. 
government approval for 
its drug this year based on 
cholesterol-lowering alone. 
That was enough to win 
approval for statins and Ze¬ 
tia, but use of Zetia has de¬ 
clined since 2008, when re¬ 
search showed it failed to 
help prevent heart attacks 
even though it cut choles¬ 
terol. Hopes are high that 
the new Amgen drug and 
others like it will do better. 

“I would be happy to see 
it approved” on the cho¬ 
lesterol results alone, said 
Dr. Hadley Wilson, a cardi¬ 
ologist at Carolinas Health- 
Care System. “We need 
additional agents other 
than statins" to help pa¬ 
tients, he said. 

Nearly all current choles¬ 


terol medicines — fibrates, 
niacin and top-selling 
statins — are decades old. 
Statins such as Lipitor, Zo- 
cor and Crestor curb cho¬ 
lesterol production. Zetia, 
which came out about a 
decade ago, helps block 
the absorption of choles¬ 
terol from the intestine. 

The new drugs block 
PCSK9, a substance that in¬ 
terferes with the liver’s abil¬ 
ity to remove cholesterol 
from the blood. 

They have big drawbacks, 


though. Statins are pills 
sold as generics for as little 
as a dime a day. The new 
drugs are proteins rather 
than chemicals, and those 
tend to be very expensive 
to make. They also must be 
given as shots every two 
weeks or once a month. 
People can give the shots 
to themselves with a pen¬ 
like device. The companies 
developing the new medi¬ 
cines have not said what 
they might cost. 


“We were very, very 
pleased” about how well 
patients accepted the 
shots, and if they offer bet¬ 
ter results, especially for 
those with inherited condi¬ 
tions, “people will accept 
it," said Dr. Michael Koren 
of Jacksonville Center for 
Clinical Research in Flori¬ 
da, who helped lead two 
of the studies. 

The three Amgen studies 
involved about 2,000 pa¬ 
tients in all. Doctors tested 
the drug in people with 


high cholesterol not taking 
other medicines, as a long¬ 
term (one-year) treatment 
in people already taking 
various medications and 
in combination with statins 
and other drugs in people 
with an inherited choles¬ 
terol disorder. 

In general, side-effect 
rates were about the same 
for evolocumab vs. place¬ 
bo or Zetia. In some studies, 
muscle aches, nausea and 
a few other problems were 


a little higher with the ex¬ 
perimental drug. 

Overall safety “is very, 
very encouraging,” said 
Dr. Scott Wasserman, Am¬ 
gen’s executive medical 
director. 

Researchers also said: 

—Alirocumab, a similar 
drug being developed by 
Sanofi SA and Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., low¬ 
ered LDL cholesterol by 47 
percent vs. 16 percent for 
Zetia in a study of about 
100 people not taking any 


other drugs for high choles¬ 
terol. 

—Bococizumab, from 

Pfizer Inc., lowered LDL 45 
percent to 67 percent, 
depending on dose, com¬ 
pared to placebo in 354 
people with high choles¬ 
terol also taking a statin. 
“There's great interest” in 
all of these drugs, but doc¬ 
tors will wait for evidence 
that they lower heart risks, 
said Dr. Neil Stone, a North¬ 
western University cardiolo¬ 


gist and spokesman for the 
American Heart Associa¬ 
tion. 

It may be easier to justify 
their use in patients with 
genes that cause high 
cholesterol at an early 
age, he said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
federal Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration, Sandy Walsh, 
suggested that might be 
the case. 

“Although we cannot 
comment on the likelihood 
of approval based solely 


on specific indications or 
populations," two drugs 
recently were approved 
based on cholesterol-low¬ 
ering for people with inher¬ 
ited conditions, she noted. 
A decision on approval 
also will be influenced by 
how much the drug low¬ 
ers cholesterol, its effects 
on other fats in the blood 
and other heart signs such 
as inflammation and blood 
pressure, and its safety, she 
said.Q 
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Tablets 
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Watson, 90 Tablets fix only 



This 2011 photo provided by Watson Pharmaceuticals Inc. shows bottles of Atorvastatin Calcium tablets, a generic form of Lipitor 
which is sold under a deal with Pfizer. Associated Press 
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BlackBerry wins ruling against iPhone keyboard 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Troubled smartphone mak¬ 
er BlackBerry has won an 
early round in its legal bat¬ 
tle against an iPhone key¬ 
board made by a startup 
co-founded by “American 
Idol" host Ryan Seacrest. 

A court order bans 
Seacrest's company. Typo 
Products LLC, from selling 
its iPhone keyboard in the 
U.S. while BlackBerry Ltd. 
proceeds with a patent 
infringement case against 
the product. BlackBerry 
contends Typo Products 
ripped off the design from 
the physical keyboards 
used for typing on Black- 
Berry’s phones. 

U.S. District Judge William 
Orrick in San Francisco 
ruled that BlackBerry is like¬ 
ly to prove its infringement 
claims against Typo Prod¬ 
ucts and would be dam¬ 
aged if the sales of the $99 
iPhone keyboard were al¬ 
lowed to continue. 

The ban could be lifted lat¬ 
er in the case if Typo Prod¬ 
ucts prevails in its claims 
that its iPhone keyboard 
isn't based on any of Black- 
Berry’s patented designs or 
technology. 

“This ruling will help prevent 
further injury to BlackBerry 
from Typo’s blatant theft 
of our patented keyboard 
technology,” BlackBerry 
said in a statement. 

Typo Products said it plans 
to appeal Orrick’s rul¬ 
ing. “Typo will continue to 
make and sell innovative 
products that busy people 
can't live without,” the Los 
Angeles company said in a 



In this Monday, Sept. 21, 2009, file photo, a BlackBerry Bold, left, and Tour, right are photographed in Mountain View, Calif., 
Monday, Sept. 21, 2009. Associated Press 


statement. In court papers. 
Typo Products warned that 
it might go out of business if 
it was not allowed to keep 
selling its iPhone keyboard. 
Seacrest started Typo 
Products with entrepreneur 
Laurence Hallier last year. 
The iPhone keyboard went 


on sale in January as an 
alternative to typing on a 
touch screen. 

The physical keyboards 
on BlackBerry's phones 
helped reshape the way 
that people used mobile 
devices. But those phones 
have been waning in pop¬ 


ularity since Apple Inc. re¬ 
leased the first iPhone in 
2007, threatening Black- 
Berry’s survival. As its losses 
have mounted, BlackBer¬ 
ry's market value has plum¬ 
meted from more than $80 
billion in 2008 to less than 
$5 billion today. 


The Canadian company is 
trying to bounce back by 
focusing more on its soft¬ 
ware than its smartphones 
under CEO John Chen, 
who took charge last year. 
BlackBerry lost $5.9 billion 
in its last fiscal year ending 
March 1 .□ 


U.S. to require rearview cameras in new vehicles 


STACY A. ANDERSON 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Transportation 
Department issued a rule Monday that will re¬ 
quire rearview technology in many new vehi¬ 
cles — an effort to reduce deaths and serious 
injuries caused by backup accidents. 

The final rule issued by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration will require new 
vehicles under 10,000 pounds (4,535 kilograms) 
and built on-or-after May 1,2018 to meet the 
new rear-visibility standards. The rule includes 
buses and trucks. Motorcycles and trailers are 
exempt. 

The rearview cameras must give drivers a field 
of vision measuring at least 10 by 20 feet (3 by 
6 meters) directly behind the vehicle. The sys¬ 


tem must also meet other requirements includ¬ 
ing dashboard image size, lighting conditions 
and display time. 

Backup accidents involving light vehicles 
cause an average of 210 deaths and 15,000 
injuries a year, and victims often include chil¬ 
dren and the elderly, the government said. 
Children under 5 years old account for 31 
percent of the deaths each year, while adults 
70 years of age and older represent about 26 
percent. 

NHTSA said the new rule, required in the Cam¬ 
eron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety 
Act, will save between 13 to 15 lives per year 
and prevent as many as 1,125 injuries per 
year. The measure, signed into law in 2008, 
was named for a 2-year-old Long Island boy 


whose pediatrician father backed over him in 
their driveway in 2002. 

The government estimates that a rearview 
system will cost between $132 and $142 per 
vehicle. It will cost about $43 to $45 for vehi¬ 
cles that already have a dashboard display 
screen, but need upgrades to comply with 
the rule. 

Compliance will be phased in by manufac¬ 
turers starting in May 2016, before it becomes 
mandatory two years later. 

“Today’s decision will save lives and save 
money for consumers,” Advocates for High¬ 
way and Auto Safety President Jackie Gillan 
said in a statement. “Every make and model 
will be required to meet this new safety stan¬ 
dard and every family will benefit."□ 
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Stocks close out a meager first-quarter gain 


KEN SWEET 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — If 2013 
was a year where the stock 
market went straight up, 
2014 has started off as a 
year where the stock mar¬ 
ket moves sideways. 

There was plenty for inves¬ 
tors to worry about in the 
first three months of the 
year, from tensions be¬ 
tween Russia and the West 
over Ukraine and the win¬ 
ter storms that froze the U.S. 
economy in January and 
February. As a result, inves¬ 
tors focused their atten¬ 
tion on buying and holding 
“safe” investments, such 
as bonds, dividend-paying 
stocks, and gold. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
rose 1.3 percent in the first 
three months of 2013. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age lost 0.7 percent so far 
this year, and the Nasdaq 
composite is up 0.5 per¬ 
cent. 

It was S&P 500’s its fifth- 
straight quarterly gain. It 
was also the index’s worst 
quarter since the fourth 
quarter of 2012. 

“I think this bull market is 
starting to show signs of 
fatigue,” said Wayne Wil¬ 
banks, chief investment 
officer at Wilbanks, Smith, 
Thomas in Norfolk, Virginia, 
which manages roughly 
$2.4 billion in assets. 

It was all about safety this 
quarter. 

Utility and health care 
stocks, which typically pay 
larger-than-average divi¬ 
dends and are less volatile 
than other stocks, rose 9 
percent and 5.5 percent, 
respectively. Those two 


sectors were among the 
laggards last year. 

Riskier growth-oriented 
stocks, particularly in bio¬ 
technology, consumer 
discretionary and tech¬ 
nology stocks, fared the 
worst. Among the biggest 
decliners this quarter, Twit¬ 


ter fell 27 percent, biotech¬ 
nology company Celgene 
dropped 17 percent and 
Amazon.com fell 16 per¬ 
cent. Bonds were widely 
expected to do poorly in 
2014 because the Federal 
Reserve was winding down 
its bond-buying program 
and the U.S. economy 
was improving. Instead, 
they did better than the 
stock market. The Barclays 
Aggregate Bond Index, 
a broad measure of the 


bond market that includes 
Treasurys, corporate and 
other types of bonds, is up 
1.9 percent this quarter. 
Even gold did well this quar¬ 
ter. After getting slammed 
in 2013, gold rose nearly 7 
percent in the first quarter 
of 2013. 


Investors started off the 
quarter cautiously optimis¬ 
tic. The S&P 500 had risen 32 
percent in 2013, including 
dividends, and was trading 
at an all-time high early in 
the year. There were signs 
that the U.S. economic re¬ 
covery was accelerating. 
Few investors expected 
2013’s momentum to hold 
into this year, however. 
“We had such an incred¬ 
ible year last year, people 
were willing to take a break 


and wait it out,” said J.J. Ki- 
nahan, chief strategist with 
TD Ameritrade. 

Investors quickly had to shift 
to defense mode. Through¬ 
out the first three months of 
the year, there were signs 
that the U.S. economy was 
negatively impacted by 


severe winter storms in De¬ 
cember, January and Feb¬ 
ruary, which slowed down 
job creation, consumer 
spending and manufactur¬ 
ing nationwide. 
Internationally, the tensions 
between Russia and the 
West over Ukraine drag on. 
Geopolitical uncertainty is 
never good for the stock 
market. 

Then there’s the Federal 
Reserve. The nation’s cen¬ 
tral bank began to pull 


back on its bond-buy¬ 
ing economic stimulus in 
late December, cutting 
its bond purchases from 
$85 billion to $75 billion 
a month. The Fed voted 
twice this quarter to further 
cut back the program, 
which now stands at $55 
billion a month. 

There's a large group of 
traders and money man¬ 
agers who believe the 
Fed’s bond-buying pro¬ 
gram helped push the 
stock market higher be¬ 
cause it was designed to 
make bonds more expen¬ 
sive than stocks. Now that 
the Fed is pulling out of the 
market, the tailwind in the 
stock market is fading. 

“We should expect much 
more volatility and more 
meager returns like this" 
Wilbanks said. 

Looking forward, now that 
winter has subsided across 
much of the country, inves¬ 
tors will turn their eyes to 
this Friday’s jobs report. It is 
widely expected that the 
economic freeze from the 
winter storms is thawing, 
and the pent-up demand 
of the last three months 
should result in burst of ac¬ 
tivity in the second three 
months of the year. 
Corporations will also start 
reporting their quarterly re¬ 
sults in a few weeks, which 
will be a catalyst on where 
this market goes from here. 
On Monday, the Dow rose 
134.60 points, or 0.8 per¬ 
cent, to 16,457.66, the S&P 
500 rose 14.72 points, or 0.8 
percent, to 1,872.34 and 
the Nasdaq composite 
rose 43.23 points, or 1 per¬ 
cent, to 4J98.99.Q 



Trader Joel Luccese, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Stocks rose 
broadly in afternoon trading Monday, March 31, 2014, as the market headed for its fifth straight 
quarterly gain. Microsoft led the technology sector higher. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


AT&T’s buyback may signal waning interest in Vodafone deal 


MICHAELJ.de la MERCED 
© 2014 New York Times 

If there were any doubts 
that AT&T’s appetite was 
waning for a Vodafone 
takeover bid, the American 
telecommunications gi¬ 
ant’s latest potential stock 
buyback might erase them. 
AT&T said Monday that its 
board had authorized the 
repurchase of up to 300 
million shares, or about 6 
percent of its total shares 
outstanding. At Monday 
morning’s stock price, that 
is worth a little under $ 11 bil¬ 


lion. 

While the company has 
bought back stock in the 
past - 775 million shares 
since 2012 - the latest round 
reinforces the idea that it 
has turned its back on a 
takeover bid for Vodafone, 
at least anytime soon. 

Two months ago, 

AT&T disclosed that it was 
not in talks to buy Voda¬ 
fone, a transaction that 
could cost more than $100 
billion. Under British take¬ 
over rules, that meant AT&T 
could not make another 


run at a deal for six months 
unless invited to do so by 
Vodafone. 

But Vodafone has other 
matters on its mind. Two 
weeks ago, it announced 
plans to buy Ono, a Spanish 
cable operator, for about 
$10 billion. 

The deal will add assets to 
Vodafone that many ana¬ 
lysts say AT&T would not 
find appealing. 

AT&T has capacity to make 
big deals, with $3.4 billion in 
cash and short-term invest¬ 
ments on hand at the end 


of 2013 and an A3 credit 
rating from Moody’s Inves¬ 
tors Service. 

But the company has lim¬ 
its, since it plans to keep 
its debt level at about 1.8 
times adjusted earnings be¬ 
fore interest, taxes, depre¬ 
ciation and amortization. 
And if Vodafone intends 
to keep spending the pro¬ 
ceeds it received from sell¬ 
ing its 45 percent stake in 
Verizon Wireless back to 
Verizon - roughly $60 bil¬ 
lion in cash and $60 billion 
in its former partner’s stock 


- AT&T is less likely to make 
a big play. 

Just days before the Ono 
deal was formally an¬ 
nounced, 

AT&T was already hinting 
publicly that it planned to 
look elsewhere. 

“We're seeing the window 
of opportunity in owning 
assets is closing," John J. 
Stephens, the company’s 
chief financial officer, said 
at an industry conference. 
A spokesman for AT&T 
declined to comment 
Monday .□ 
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J&J accepts $4B Carlyle offer for diagnostics unit 


NEW BRUNSWICK, New 
Jersey (AP) — Johnson & 
Johnson has accepted 
an offer of about $4 billion 
from the private equity firm 
The Carlyle Group to buy its 
Ortho-Clinical Diagnostics 
business. 

J&J said Monday that the 
deal for the blood-testing 
unit should close by mid¬ 
year. 

The health care giant had 
said in January that Wash- 


COLLEEN BARRY 
AP Business Writer 
TURIN, Italy (AP) —Fiat and 
Chrysler CEO Sergio Mar- 
chionne said Monday that 
the merged company will 
be able to increase pro¬ 
duction to more than 6 
million cars a year, a level 
he has long said is the mini¬ 
mum for an automaker to 
compete in the global mar¬ 
ket. 

Marchionne aims to com¬ 
plete the legal merger of 
Fiat and Chrysler by the 
end of 2014 to create Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles, the 
world’s seventh-largest au¬ 
tomaker, and will outline 
a new multi-year business 
plan in Detroit in May. 

“By 2018, Fiat will be able to 
make more than 6 million 
cars,” Marchionne told re¬ 
porters after Fiat sharehold¬ 
ers' meeting in the Italian 
company's historic head¬ 
quarters in Turin. “I don’t 
want to give any details of 
the plan, but we are going 
in that direction. “ 

The carmakers delivered a 
combined 4.4 million cars 
last year, and Marchionne 
said they aim to sell 4.5 mil¬ 
lion to 4.6 million this year, 
mostly on the strength of 
the U.S. and Asian markets. 
Marchionne had often cit¬ 
ed the 6 million figure as a 
threshold automakers need 
to reach to be profitable in 
the increasingly crowded 
global market. But he has 
shied away in recent years 
from forecasting that Fiat 
Chrysler might achieve that 
level as sales in Europe bot¬ 
tomed out in the economic 
crisis. 

Shares in Fiat rose 2.4 per¬ 
cent in Milan after Mar- 
chionne's upbeat forecast 
for production. 


ington, D.C.-based Carlyle 
Group had offered $4.15 
billion for the business, and 
that it would talk to works 
councils and trade unions 
representing its employees 
before making a decision. 
The Ortho-Clinical business 
serves hospitals, testing lab¬ 
oratories and blood banks. 
It supplies equipment and 
chemicals to screen donat¬ 
ed blood for HIV, hepatitis 
C and other serious diseas- 


The CEO will detail strategy 
for the carmaker, including 
an update on his plans to 
raise production volumes 
in Fiat's under-utilized Ital¬ 
ian plants of higher-margin 
Maserati- and Alfa Romeo- 
brand vehicles for export. 
The company is also likely 


to focus on boosting sales 
in China and Russia, high- 
growth markets where the 
company is behind com¬ 
petitors. He said he be¬ 
lieves the company can 
finance the five-year plan 
without selling assets or rais¬ 
ing capital “We can run 
this by purely financing on 
debt,” Marchionne said. 
Marchionne, who has been 
running Chrysler since it 
emerged from bankruptcy 
nearly five years ago, won 


es. It also makes technolo¬ 
gy for advanced testing of 
blood to diagnose health 
conditions and to monitor 
medication effects. 

Ortho Clinical Diagnostics 
is based in New Jersey and 
employs more than 4,500 
employees. It runs facto¬ 
ries in Rochester, New York; 
Pompano Beach, Florida; 
and Pencoed, Wales. 

J&J CEO Alex Gorsky had 
said last year the company 


a hard-fought deal to buy 
the last remaining stake in 
January, clearing the way 
for the merger. 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
will have its legal head¬ 
quarters in the Netherlands 
and fiscal headquarters in 
Britain. Shares will be trad¬ 


ed in New York and Milan. 
Marchionne told sharehold¬ 
ers it would be “disingenu¬ 
ous” if he did not recognize 
the emotional aspects of 
merging two automakers 
with distinct histories. 

“The truth, however, is that 
our strength today derives 
from the union of these 
two realities, from the fact 
that each will conserve its 
own identity and will make 
available its own strong- 
points," Marchionne said. 


was looking at strategic 
options for Ortho-Clinical 
Diagnostics, which doesn’t 
meet the company’s long- 
held strategy of focusing 
on businesses that rank first 
or second in their markets. 
Shares of J&J rose 78 cents 
to $98.22 in afternoon trad¬ 
ing Monday. 

They had climbed more 
than 6 percent so far this 
year through Friday’s 
closeO 


As is customary at Fiat, in¬ 
dividual shareholders in the 
company, many who have 
attended meetings for de¬ 
cades, were allotted five 
minutes each to address 
management. Shareholder 
Giovanni Antonini asked if 
Fiat Chrysler would orga¬ 


nize charters to Amsterdam 
to attend, saying “I would 
be sorry not to participate 
anymore.” 

Marchionne’s response: 
No. The CEO told share¬ 
holders that he is in talks 
with Russia’s largest bank, 
OAO Sberbank, on a joint 
venture to produce Jeeps 
in the first phase. Fiat and 
Sberbank signed a letter 
of intent for the venture in 
2012, but no progress has 
been announced. a 


Soda sales in 
US declining 
at fast pace 

CANDICE CHOI 
AP Food Industry Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
cans cut back on soda at 
an accelerated pace last 
year, bringing sales volume 
to the lowest level since 
1995, according to a new 
report. 

U.S. sales volume of car¬ 
bonated soft drinks fell 3 
percent in 2013, extending 
a streak of declines that 
began nearly a decade 
ago. It also represents a 
steeper drop than the 1.2 
percent decline in 2012 
and the 1 percent drop in 
2011, according to an an¬ 
nual report by Beverage 
Digest, an industry tracker. 
The declines mean that 1.2 
billion cases have been 
wiped from the industry 
since 1995. Each case rep¬ 
resents 192 ounces. 
Carbonated soft drinks still 
represent the biggest cat¬ 
egory in the beverage in¬ 
dustry. But the popularity 
of longtime favorites like 
Coke, Pepsi and Dr Pep¬ 
per is waning as a growing 
number of alternatives like 
flavored waters and ener¬ 
gy drinks pop up in bever¬ 
age aisles. 

Soda is also fighting its 
bad image as a source of 
empty calories, with public 
health advocates blaming 
it for fueling weight gain. 
Even diet sodas are suffer¬ 
ing. Last year, for instance, 
Diet Coke’s sales volume 
declined 6.8 percent, 
compared to a 0.5 per¬ 
cent drop for regular Coke, 
according to Beverage Di¬ 
gest. Diet Pepsi declined 
6.9 percent, compared to 
a 3.6 percent decline for 
regular Pepsi. 

Industry executives blame 
the trend in diet sodas on 
worries people have about 
artificial sweeteners. But 
diet sodas are also facing 
intensifying competition 
from the proliferation of 
lower-calorie alternatives, 
many of which are made 
with artificial sweeteners as 
well. Sparkling Ice, a small 
brand owned by Talk- 
ingRain, for instance, last 
year saw sales more than 
double, according to IRI, 
a Chicago-based market 
research firm. □ 


Fiat Chrysler can boost output to 6M cars a year 



Fiat Chairman John Elkann addresses shareholders in Turin, Italy, Monday, March 31, 2014. Fiat 
and Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne says the combined automaker aims to sell 4.5 million to 4.6 
million cars this year. Marchionne addressed the last Fiat shareholders’ meeting on Monday at the 
Italian carmaker’s historic headquarters in Turin, Italy. The CEO aims to complete the merger of 
Fiat with U.S. carmaker Chrysler this year to create Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, the seventh-largest 
automaker with 4.4 million sales last year. 

(AP Photo/Massimo Pinca) 
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Blondie 


’^oss/fd~&Ad¥WTrimZ 

PLAyER, I'D LIKE TO VOLUNTEER 


NONSENSE, My BOy/ TAKE THIS 
CIGAR, BECAUSE I'M GIVING VOU 


AHYWkV, HAPPy 
APRIL POOLS' 
DAV, 



VOU TOO, ) 
MV BOV/ T 
GIMME My 
CIGAR BACK// 

a"v 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


YOU'RE 60IN6 TO MEET A 
TALL, WRK HANDSOME MAN 
NO/WAIT.. A SHORT PARK/ 
HANDSOME MAN... WAIT... 
SEVEN SHORT/ PARK/ 
HANDSOME/ NO, NO, SEVEN 
SHORT, WHITE-HAIRED... 




Baby Blues 



ONCeUPONJ ATItv\£,TU£C£ 
WAS A FAVULN TWAT WA'i 
AUNAM'i 0(26AM|Z5 D,AUaJASS 
ONTINAE ANDTUe OWEN 
UNgD TO COOPERATE 
\ 



OF OOU^E,TWe WON\ HAP A KltlEP- SoD,„ 

TU& STWinNS 
TO 

$O0t4D 

^a\e\iASug. 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Terra firma 

5 Scour 

10 Performing 
ballet, opera, 
etc. 

14 Vase-shaped 
pitcher 

15 On the_; free 

to the customer 

16 Spanish bull 

17 Dark blue 

18 Dwight or 
Mamie 

20 Recolor 

21 Use a sieve 

22 Beginning; start 

23 Boulders 

25 Garden tool 

26 TV’s 
Montana” 

28 Coarse-toothed 
cutting tool 

31 Vote into office 

32 Golfer Tiger _ 

34 Racket 

36 _ over; scoot 

37 _ and groom 

38 Hot stuff from 
Mauna Loa 

39 TV’s “Murder, 
_ Wrote” 

40 Dirties 

41 “Terrific!" 

42 Where to apply 
deodorant 

44 Woman’s bow 

45 Have a bug 

46 Lively dance 

47 Bowling term 

50 Relax in a tub 

51 Tit for _ 

54 Lawmaker 

57 Staple in an 
Asian diet 

58 Region 

59 Skating rinks 

60 _ run; four- 
bagger 

61 Command to a 
sled dog team 

62 Coldly brief 

63 Singles 

DOWN 

1 _ a hand; aid 

2 in a 
Manger” 
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3 Land”; tune 
from the “Peter 
Pan” musical 

4 Moistureless 

5 Arab ruler’s title 

6 Hairdos 

7 Reddish-brown 
color 

8 Utilize 

9 Franklin, to 
friends 

10 Does penance 

11 Arguments 

12 Spruce or 
sequoia 

13 _of; rather 

19 Hula _; 

classic toys 
from the 1950s 

21 Word to a pest 

24 A single time 

25 Lie low 

26 Dress edges 

27 Luau greeting 

28 Fishing poles 

29 Movie based 
on a book, e.g. 

30 Married women 

32 Court order 


33 Lubricate 
35 _ a one; none 

37 Sore as a _ 

38 Sneak around 

40 007 and others 

41 Pout 

43 Singer Carey 

44 Rough; not fine 
46 Combines 


47 Close angrily 

48 Lima’s nation 

49 Eras 

50 Celebrity 

52 High point 

53 Trevino’s pegs 

55 “Thanks a _!” 

56 Maria” 

57 Fraternity letter 


©2014 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
1 br Divi Links 

1 br, sleeps 4, Biding E floating 
week May to Dec, $1500 
for quick sale. Local 583-8000 
ext. 2022 until April 4th then 
ext 2010 
e-mail: 

bernieandsally@comcast.net 

201595 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

Week 13, Sun-Sun, fixed week 

Studio, sleeps 4 

Newly renovated, ocean and 

pool view $5,000 

Denise: 847-446-4223 

denisehgibson@gmail.com 

201575 

FOR SALE 


VACATION SPECIAL 
Aruba Beach Club 

wk 14 Apr. 5/12 2 br 

2 bathroom 6p $825 

wk 14 Apr. 5/12 1 bdr 5p $750 

wk 15 Apr. 12/19 4p $1000 

wk 16 Apr. 19/26 4p $700 

All other weeks 

call 583-4403 / 560-3297 

201701 


ARUBA 



Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 
Br 2 y 2 bath unit check it out 
now at www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

201703 


FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
Divi Phoenix 

2 bedroom, 2 bath Ocean Front 
Ocean front Villas right on the 
Palm Beach, wk 13 room #306 
with 22 weeks remain on the 
contact 9 can be accelerated 
15K (maintenance fee $1238) 
more info: Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201704 


FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
Amsterdam Manor 

2 bedroom, 2 bath all 52 weeks 
room #213 ocean view. Price: 
$450,000 Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


PI NOS E TAI | - 

" for Information abIut 



ADVERTISING IN THE ARUBA TODAY 


AVISO@BONDIA.COM 


CLASSIFIED I^ 


TUESDAY 1 APRIL 2014 



FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom, wk 13 room #2521 
pool ocean view $9500 
Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_201704 

FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 Bedroom wk 13 room #342A 1 
Bedroom wk 14 room #340C 
(SATCheck in) $8500 each, 
pool/ocean view Call: (297) 
562-0712 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201704 

FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
We Rent, Sell and Buy 

Free listings, Free information 
Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201704 

FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
Divi Phoenix 

1 bedroom, wk 11,12 room 
#634 (34 weeks and 36 weeks 
left on contract) Price: $14,000 
each. Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_201704 

FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom, Platinum Ocean 
Front $ right on the palm Beach 
$30K Marriott Suft Club 2 
Bedroom Platinum Ocean View, 
right on the palm Beach $16K 2 
Bedroom Platinum Garden view 
$15K. More info call: 
(297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_201704 

FOR SALE 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 Bedroom wk 11/12 room 
#414-A Pool/Ocean view 
Sunday check in price $20,000,- 
both. Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201704 

FOR SALE 
Divi Village 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 

Studio wk 12 room #8103 20 
week remain on contract 8 can 
be acclerated. non mandatory 
maintenance fee $4500 
Studio wk 13 room #6107 25 
weeks remain on the contact 
more info: Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201704 


FOR SALE 

weeks 9+10 Tropicana 

renovated, beautiful 3 bedroom 
suite with ocean view, priced for 
quick sale $19,000 or best offer 
for both weeks. Call 582-7000 x 
1507 until March 25th or 
978-928-4440 after that. 
redsoxdonna@tiac.net 

201570 



Marriott Aruba 

Surf Club 

Platinum Season 
Oceanview $16000 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27500 
3 BEDRM $27000 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 
OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 
GOLD Season 
OSS 10k OV $9500 
Oceanfront $ 17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba 

Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $18k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $11,500 
Gold season 2B OV $9,000 
Oceanfront 2B $14,500 
IB Oceanfront $8,500 

La Cabana Beach & 

Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale 
Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks 
starting at $3k 
Studio, lBdrm & 2Bdrm 
available. 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
inventory 

Beach Villas at Divi 

Phoenix 
Divi Golf Villas 

We are the #1 
Rental Ti mesh are 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 100-103 
321-200-0293 Ext 100-103 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website; 

www.conciergerealty.com 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 


r 


Df. van Trigt 


EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD: Oduber Tel: 582-1780 
S. NICOLAS: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


Apr. 2 

Thomson Dream 
Vision of the Seas 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel_ 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Ocean garbage frustrates search for Flight 370 


NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Sometimes the ob¬ 
ject spotted in the water 
is a snarled fishing line. Or 
a buoy. Or something that 
might once have been the 
lid to an ice box. Not once 
— not yet at least — has it 
been a clue. 

Anticipation has repeated¬ 
ly turned into frustration in 
the search for signs of Flight 
370 as objects spotted from 
planes in a new search 
area west of Australia have 
turned out to be garbage. 
It’s a time-wasting distrac¬ 
tion for air and sea crews 
searching for debris from 
the Malaysia Airlines flight 
that vanished March 8. 

It also points to wider prob¬ 
lems in the world's oceans. 
“The ocean is like a plastic 
soup, bulked up with the 
croutons of these larger 
items,” said Los Angeles 




An object floats in the southern Indian Ocean in this picture 
taken from a Royal New Zealand Air Force P-3K2 Orion aircraft 
searching for missing Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, Saturday, 
March 29, 2014. 

Associated Press 


In this file imagery taken by the Thaichote satellite on March 24, 2014 and released March 27, 
2014 by Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA), a part of about 
300 objects floating in the Indian Ocean near the search area for the missing Malaysia Airlines 
jetliner are shown. 

Associated Press 

fishing-related, Moore said. 
Though, he added, he has 
come across light bulbs, a 
toilet seat, and, bobbing 
off fhe California coast, a 
refrigerator, complete with 
defrosted orange juice. 
Seattle oceanographer 
Curtis Ebbesmeyer has 
been studying the phe¬ 
nomena of ocean debris 
for years. He said fhere are 
smaller collections of gar¬ 
bage wifhin fhe gyres. 

“If you go into a house you'll 
find dusf bunnies,” he said. 
“The ocean has a mass of 
dusf bunnies, each moving 
about 10 miles a day.” 
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captain Charles Moore, an 
environmental advocate 
credited with bringing at¬ 
tention to an ocean gyre 
between Hawaii and Cali¬ 
fornia known as the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, 
which by some accounts is 
about the size of Texas. 

The world’s oceans have 
four more of these flotsam¬ 
collecting vortexes, Moore 
said, and the searchers, in 
an area about 1,850 kilo¬ 
meters (1,150 miles) west of 
Perth, have stumbled onto 
the eastern edge of a gyre 
in the Indian Ocean. 

“It’s like a toilet bowl that 
swirls but doesn’t flush,” 
said Moore. 

The garbage patches are 
nothing like a typical city 
dump. In fact, most of the 
trash can’t even be seen: 
It’s composed of tiny bits of 
plastic bobbing just below 
the surface. 

The larger items also tend 
to be plastic and are often 


Ebbesmeyer said he’s fas¬ 
cinated by what happens 
to the trash that spews 
from the hundreds of ship¬ 
ping containers lost over¬ 
board from cargo ships 
each year. He said there’s 
one that keeps belching 
out Lego pieces onto the 
beaches of Cornwall, Eng¬ 
land. Another spilled 2,000 
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computer monitors. Anoth¬ 
er released thousands of 
pairs of Nike sneakers. 
Sometimes, he said, the 
containers themselves can 
become hazards as they 
float around for months, 
buoyed by plastic objects 
inside or the air trapped 
behind watertight doors. 
Trash also gets into the 
ocean after being washed 
down rivers or swept up in 
tsunamis, Ebbesmeyer said. 
Scientists are particularly 
worried about small and 
seemingly ubiquitous piec¬ 
es of plastic that can be 
from shopping bags, plas¬ 
tic water bottles, or other 
household items. Waves 
break the items up into 
smaller pieces. 

Denise Hardesty, a re¬ 
search scientist for Austra¬ 
lian science agency CSIRO, 
said the studies she’s been 
involved with conserva¬ 
tively estimate there are 
between 5,000 and 7,000 
small pieces of plastic per 
square kilometer in the wa¬ 
ters around Australia. 

She said two-thirds of the 
seabirds she's performed 
necropsies upon have in¬ 
gested at least some plas¬ 
tic, and one particular bird 
had swallowed 175 pieces. 
Another bird, she said, had 
swallowed an entire glow 
stick longer than a finger. 
Such sticks are used by 
fishermen to attract fish un¬ 
derwater. “It takes 400 or 
500 years for lots of types 
of plastics to completely 
break down," Hardesty 
said. “It just goes into small¬ 
er and smaller bits. You 
even find plastics in plank¬ 
ton — that's how small it 
gets.” Hardesty said while 
she finds plenty of plastic 
in the ocean, she doesn’t 
typically spot many larger 
objects. She said she does 
find trash like cans, bottles 
and candy wrappers float¬ 
ing near urban centers, 
but most of it tends to get 
washed ashore. 

American sailor James 
Burwick said he's twice 
crossed the Indian Ocean 
from Africa to Australia. He 
said the sea was too wild to 
see much trash but he did 
feel bumps against the bot¬ 
tom of his boat, and an old 
fishing net once got caught 
around his vessel. □ 































In this July 15, 2013 file photo, actress Shirley Jones poses for 
a portrait at her home in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


Shirley Jones postpones 
80th birthday skydive 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ac¬ 
tress Shirley Jones is cel¬ 
ebrating her 80th birthday 
on the ground, instead 
of skydiving as she had 
planned. 

A spokesman for the “Par¬ 
tridge Family" actress 
said Monday that Jones 
agreed to postpone the 
jump after her sons and 
grandchildren asked her 
to reconsider. 

Jones announced last 
week that she planned 
to celebrate her birthday 
by jumping from a plane 


for the first time, some¬ 
thing she said she want¬ 
ed to do all her life. She 
was inspired by President 
George H.W. Bush, who 
skydived on several of his 
birthdays, including his 
85th in 2009. 

Spokesman Edward Lozzi 
said Jones’ family held 
an intervention Sunday to 
prevent the actress from 
going through with the 
jump planned for Mon¬ 
day. Jones insists she still 
plans to skydive, though 
no date has been set. □ 


Nicole Richie bringing 
popular Web series 
to VH1 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nicole 
Richie’s Twitter feed has 
launched her return to 
television. 

The 32-year-old former re¬ 
ality TV star-turned-design- 
er, who is also an author 
and actress, is heading to 
VH1. 

#CandidlyNicole is based 
on her popular AOL Web 
series, which was adapt¬ 
ed from her Twitter feed, 
made up of her musings 
about everything from par¬ 
enting to pop culture to 
random observations. 

The VH1 version will feature 
all new content in eight 
half-hour episodes pre¬ 
miering July 17. 

In an interview last year 
with The Associated Press, 
Richie said she was inter¬ 
ested in eventually bring¬ 
ing the series to television 
but viewed an online start 



This Dec. 6, 2013 file photo 
shows TV personality and 
fashion designer Nicole 
Richie at the launch of SK 
Planet's Styletag fashion app 
at Henri Bendel in New York. 

Associated Press 

as “a nice way to experi¬ 
ment.” 

Richie starred in the TV se¬ 
ries “The Simple Life” with 
Paris Hilton and was a 
mentor on NBC's “Fashion 
Star.”Q 
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Engaged Johnny Depp 
shows off ‘chick’s ring’ 



Actor Johnny Depp, with a diamond ring on his left 
hand, attends a promotional event for his new movie 
“Transcendence” in Beijing, China, Monday, March 31, 2014. 

Associated Press 


LOUISE WATT 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Johnny 
Depp showed off a dia¬ 
mond engagement ring 
that he called a “chick's 
ring” on Monday — indi¬ 
rectly confirming rumors 
of his engagement to ac¬ 
tress Amber Heard. Asked 
whether he was engaged, 
the “Pirates of the Carib¬ 
bean” star replied: “The 
fact that I’m wearing a 
chick’s ring on my finger 
is probably a dead give¬ 
away. Not very subtle.” He 
laughed as he lifted up his 
left hand and displayed a 
single diamond on a band 
around his ring finger. His 
comments follow months 
of unconfirmed reports of 
his engagement to actress 
Heard, 27, who starred 
alongside Kevin Costner in 
“3 Days to Kill" released in 
the U.S. earlier this year. 
Depp and Heard starred 
together in “The Rum Di¬ 
ary,” filmed in Puerto Rico 
in 2009. In 2012, Depp split 
with his partner of 14 years, 
French model-singer Van¬ 
essa Paradis. They have 
two children. In a trade¬ 
mark off-the-wall com¬ 
ment, Depp said: “I think 
that I would be better at 


making women’s shoes 
than I would be at wed¬ 
ding planning, I can’t plan 
anything. I’m really bad at 
that stuff.” The 50-year-old 
actor was in Beijing to pro¬ 
mote his new movie “Tran¬ 
scendence.” Depp plays 
a terminally ill scientist who 
downloads his mind into a 
computer in the sci-fi dra¬ 
ma that asks: What if we 
could upload a human 
mind into a computer? It 
also stars Rebecca Hall as 
Depp’s wife and Morgan 
Freeman. 

“The technology that ex¬ 
ists within the film, what 
I find most fascinating is 


that a lot of it exists already 
and by all accounts from 
scholars and professors 
and scientists that spe¬ 
cies of technology is not 
far away, that kind of ar¬ 
tificial intelligence,” said 
Depp in an interview. “It’s 
one of those films that one 
person is forced to make a 
choice in an instant, when 
your loved one is dying 
and you have a split-sec¬ 
ond decision if you have 
the ability to upload their 
consciousness into a com¬ 
puter, would you do that? 
It's quite a strange decision 
to make but for love I think 
we would all do it. ”□ 



Elton John to have ‘quiet’ 
wedding with partner 


In this Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2005 file photo, British musician 
Elton John , right, and his longtime partner David Furnish, smile 
to the media and the public after their civil ceremony, at the 
Guildhall in the town of Windsor, England. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 

Elton John and his partner 
David Furnish are planning 


a low-profile wedding in 
May, following a change 
in British law allowing gay 


marriages. 

The singer told NBC’s Today 
show that he wants to cel¬ 
ebrate “very quietly,” and 
added: “It will be a joyous 
occasion and we will have 
our children." 

The two men, who have 
been in a civil partnership 
since 2005, have two chil¬ 
dren. 

In quotes released on 
NBC’s website Mon¬ 
day, the singer said: “We 
shouldn’t just say ‘Oh, well, 
we have a civil partnership, 
we’re not going to bother 
to get married’. We will get 
married." 

Same-sex marriages were 
allowed for the first time in 
Britain Saturday, when a 
new marriage law came 
into effect. □ 
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New John Wayne biography 
hits target dead center 


i ri 


This March 13, 2014 file photo released by Starpix shows Gloria 
Steinem at the premiere of the documentary “Paycheck to 
Paycheck: The Life & Times of Katrina Gilbert,” in New York. 

Associated Press 

Steinem, Alicia Keys 
named honorees of 
annual DVF awards 

NEW YORK (AP) — Designer Diane von Furstenberg, who 
made fashion news this year with the 40th anniversary of 
her famous wrap dress, is honoring an icon of the women’s 
movement: Gloria Steinem. 

Steinem, who turned 80 last week, will be receiving the 
Lifetime Leadership Award at the annual DVF awards 
Friday evening in a ceremony at the United Nations. 

Also being honored: Singer Alicia Keys, who receives the 
Inspiration Award. 

Some high-profile presenters will be on hand, including 
Meryl Streep and Sarah Jessica Parker. 

The DVF Awards were created in 2010 by von Furstenberg 
and The Diller-von Furstenberg Family Foundation to 
recognize and support “women who are using their 
resources, commitment and visibility to transform the lives 
of other women."□ 

Pharrell Williams 
named as coach 
on ‘The Voice’ 



NEW YORK (AP) - NBC has 

signed singer-songwriter 
Pharrell Williams as a 
coach for the upcoming 
seventh season of its 
musical competition series 
“The Voice.” 

Williams scored an Oscar 
nomination this year for 
his song “Happy” from the 
film “Despicable Me 2.” 
He also had a Grammy- 
winning collaboration with 
Daft Punk on the dance hit 
“Get Lucky." 

He was an adviser to team 
Usheron season fourof “The 
Voice," and performed the 
song “Blurred Lines” with 
Robin Thicke on the show 
last May. 



In this March 25, 2014 photo, 
Pharrell Williams poses in Los 
Angeles. NBC has signed 
Williams as a coach for the 
upcoming seventh season of 
its musical competition series 
“The Voice.” 

Associated Press 

NBC said it would 
announce the remainder 
of the coaching line-up at 
a later date. □ 


DOUGLASS K. DANIEL 
Associated Press 

Who's that on the cover 
of Scott Eyman's splendid 
biography of Hollywood's 
most enduring movie star? 
Surely that wavy-haired 
young fellow in the suit 
and tie isn’t John Wayne. 
Where’s the Stetson, the 
Winchester rifle, the six- 
shooter, the boots and 
spurs? 

It would be easy to sell 
“John Wayne: The Life and 
Legend” with a picture of 
the Ringo Kid from “Stage¬ 
coach” (1939), the movie 
that made Wayne a star. 
How about the tough Ma¬ 
rine sergeant from “Sands 
of Iwo Jima” (1949)? Or a 
picture of the one-eyed 
marshal Rooster Cogburn 
from “True Grit” (1969), the 
role for which Wayne won 
an Oscar? 

Eyman presents John 
Wayne as what he really 
was — a generally good- 
natured actor and film¬ 
maker who created and 
maintained a persona that 
Americans took to heart. 
It didn’t happen overnight 
or by accident. Wayne 
worked hard to learn his 
craft, developed a keen 
understanding of the mov¬ 
ie business and became 
wildly successful at selling 
his product. 

The family of the boy born 
Marion Robert Morrison in 
1907 in Winterset, Iowa, 
moved to California when 
he was 7 or 8 and eventual¬ 
ly settled in the Los Angeles 
suburb of Glendale. His fa¬ 
ther, Clyde Morrison, failed 
at nearly every business he 
tried and died a few years 
before his son reached 
stardom. 

That achievement never 
seemed to impress Mary 
Morrison, who would ac¬ 
cept her oldest son’s gen¬ 
erosity over the years with 
more sneer than smile 
while doting on his younger 
brother. 

Known by the nickname 
“Duke,” the Glendale High 
class president hoped that 
football as well as an A av¬ 
erage would earn him an 
education at the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern California. 


When an injury cost him his 
scholarship, Duke turned to 
work as a propman at the 
Fox studio to earn enough 
money to stay in school. Di¬ 
rector John Ford took the 
handsome young go-get¬ 
ter under his wing and be¬ 
gan giving him small roles. 
(Duke had appeared in 
high school plays and had 
worked backstage there, 
too.) 

A big break ended his col- 
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This book cover image 
released by Simon & Schuster 
shows “John Wayne: The Life 
and Legend,” by Scott Eyman. 
Associated Press 

lege plans. But the newly 
named John Wayne — oth¬ 
ers at the studio came up 
with that moniker and he 
never assumed it legally — 
was wholly unprepared for 
the starring role in “The Big 
Trail” (1930). In spite of stu¬ 
dio publicity for the picture 
and its young lead, the wi¬ 
descreen epic directed by 
Raoul Walsh failed at the 
box office. Two more duds 
ended Wayne’s contract 
at Fox. 

For much of the 1930s, 
Wayne appeared in 
some dramas and serials 
but mostly in low-budget 
Westerns shot in just days 
at shoestring studios like 
Monogram and Mascot. 
His mentor Ford allowed 
him to languish — and to 
learn — until he found the 
right role for Wayne as the 
star of “Stagecoach." 
Wayne “had incrementally 
put together the pieces of 
a screen character over 
10 long years — a voice, a 
name, a walk that would 


grow more pronounced in 
the future, an overall atti¬ 
tude,” Eyman writes. While 
Wayne considered trying to 
parlay his new stature into 
a career as an all-around 
actor, the author says, he 
realized that John Wayne 
was a character worth de¬ 
veloping. 

For nearly a half-century, 
Wayne excelled in the 
make-believe business. 
Consider that America's 
favorite movie cowboy 
preferred a yacht over a 
saddle. He might bashfully 
kiss a girl on-screen but 
was an unfaithful young 
husband when the cam¬ 
eras stopped rolling. The 
nation’s favorite movie 
soldier never served in the 
military — a sore point for 
those who found his hawk¬ 
ish views on the Vietnam 
War nothing short of hypo¬ 
critical given that he put 
his career first during World 
Warll. 

Wayne’s lack of military 
service and his support 
of Hollywood’s red scare 
are examples of Eyman’s 
evenhanded treatment 
of complicated subjects 
and the solid research 
that backs up his conclu¬ 
sions. People turned off by 
Wayne's right-wing politics 
and the simplistic themes 
of his movies often under¬ 
estimated his intelligence. 
He was a debater in high 
school, president of its Lat¬ 
in Society and a member 
of its newspaper staff. As 
an adult he was a demon 
chess player and an avid 
reader — imagine the star 
of “The Man Who Shot Lib¬ 
erty Valance” reading “The 
Lord of the Rings." 

Another surprise: Wayne 
listened to people with 
whom he disagreed and re¬ 
spected their opinions. He 
wasn’t bothered if his own 
political and social views 
didn't match the tenor of 
the times or even his per¬ 
sonal relationships. In 1971 
he said that he believed in 
white supremacy “until the 
blacks are educated to a 
point of responsibility.” Yet 
he was loyal and gener¬ 
ous to friends regardless of 
race.Q 
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The Christian Penumbra 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2014 New York Times 

Here is a seeming paradox of 
American life. On fhe one hand, 
fhere is a broad social-science 
correlation between religious 
faith and various social goods - 
health and happiness, upward 
mobility, social trust, charitable 
work and civic participation. 

Yet at the same time, some of 
the most religious areas of the 
country - the Bible Belt, the deep¬ 
est South - struggle mightily with 
poverty, poor health, political 
corruption and social disarray. 
Part of this paradox can be re¬ 
solved by looking at nonreligious 
variables like race. But part of it 
reflects an important fact about 
religion in America: The social 
goods associated with faith flow 
almost exclusively from religious 
participation, not from affiliation 
or nominal belief. And where 
practice ceases or diminishes, in 
what you might call America’s 
“Christian penumbra,” the re¬ 
maining residue of religion can 
be socially damaging instead. 
Consider, as a case study, the 
data on divorce. Earlier this year, 
a pair of demographers released 
a study showing that regions with 
heavy populations of conserva¬ 
tive Protestants had higher-than- 
average divorce rates, even 
when controlling for poverty and 
race. 

Their finding was correct, but 
incomplete. As the sociologist 
Charles Stokes pointed out, prac¬ 
ticing conservative Protestants 
have much lower divorce rates, 
and practicing believers gener¬ 
ally divorce less frequently than 
the secular and unaffiliated. 

But the lukewarmly religious are 
a different matter. What Stokes 
calls “nominal” conservative 
Protestants, who attend church 
less than twice a month, have 
higher divorce rates even than 
the nonreligious. And you can 
find similar patterns with other in¬ 
dicators - out-of-wedlock births, 
for instance, are rarer among 
religious-engaged evangelical 
Christians, but nominal evangeli¬ 
cals are a very different story. 

It isn’t hard to see why this might 
be. In the Christian penumbra, 
certain religious expectations 
could endure (a bias toward ear¬ 
ly marriage, for instance) with¬ 
out support networks for people 
struggling to live up to them. Or 
specific moral ideas could still 
have purchase without being 
embedded in a plausible life 
script. (For instance, residual pro¬ 
life sentiment could increase out- 
of-wedlock births.) Or religious 
impulses could survive in dark 
forms rather than positive ones 
- leaving structures of hypocrisy 
intact and ratifying social hierar¬ 
chies, without inculcating virtue, 
charity or responsibility. 

And it isn’t hard to see places in 
American life where these pat¬ 


terns could be at work. Among 
those working-class whites whose 
identification with Christianity is 
mostly a form of identity politics, 
for instance. Or among second- 
generation Hispanic immigrants 
who have drifted from their an¬ 
cestral Catholicism. Or in African- 
American communities where 
the church is respected as an in¬ 
stitution without attracting many 
young men on Sunday morning. 
Seeing some of the problems 
in our culture through this lens 
might be useful for the religious 
and secular alike. For nonbeliev¬ 
ers inclined to look down on the 
alleged backwardness of the 
Bible Belt, it would be helpful to 
recognize that at least some the 
problems they see at work re¬ 
flect traditional religion’s grow¬ 
ing weakness rather than its po¬ 
tency. 

For believers, meanwhile, the 
Christian penumbra’s patholo¬ 
gies couldjust be seen as a kind 
of theological vindication - proof, 
perhaps, of the New Testament 
admonition that it’s much worse 
to be lukewarm than hot or cold. 
But it’s better to regard these 
problems as a partial indictment 
of America’s churches: Not only 
because their failure to reach the 
working class and the younger 
generation is making the penum¬ 
bra steadily bigger, but because 
a truly healthy religious com¬ 
munity should be capable of 
influencing even the loosely at¬ 
tached somewhat for the better. 
The problems in the penumbra 
also have an unacknowledged 
place in our current controver¬ 
sies over religious liberty, from the 
debates (which reached the Su¬ 
preme Court last week) over the 
scope of religious exemptions 
from the health care law’s con¬ 
traceptive mandate, to the legal 
questions raised by the advance 
of same-sex marriage. 

These arguments turn on consti¬ 
tutional issues, competing visions 
of freedom, the scope of plural¬ 
ism versus the rights of gays and 
women. But they’re also partially 
about what kind of institutions 
are best equipped to address 
social problems in an individual¬ 
istic age and whether we should 
want the Christian penumbra to 
be reclaimed for religion or be¬ 
come more thoroughly secular¬ 
ized instead. 

Among religious conservatives, 
not surprisingly, the hope is that 
traditional forms of faith - if left 
to build, or rebuild, without being 
constantly disfavored, pressured 
and policed - can make a kind 
of comeback and fill part of the 
void their own decline has left. 
On the secular side, though, 
there’s a sense that there’s a 
better way - that a more expan¬ 
sive state can offer many of the 
benefits associated with a reli¬ 
gious community, but in a more 
enlightened, tolerant, individual- 
respecting form. And if delivering 
these benefits requires co-opting 
or constraining religious actors - 
be they charities and schools or 
business owners - well, that’s ei¬ 
ther a straightforward win-win or 
a relatively modest price to pay. 
In this sense, the Christian pen¬ 
umbra isn’t just a zone of social 
disorder. It’s a field of ideological 
battle.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

A few months ago, Jamie Dimon, 
the chief executive of JPMorgan 
Chase, and Marlene Seltzer, the 
chief executive of Jobs for the 
Future, published an article in 
Politico titled “Closing the Skills 
Gap.” They began portentously: 
“Today, nearly 11 million Ameri¬ 
cans are unemployed. Yet, at 
the same time, 4 million jobs sit 
unfilled” - supposedly demon¬ 
strating “the gulf between the 
skills job seekers currently have 
and the skills employers need.” 
Actually, in an ever-changing 
economy there are always some 
positions unfilled even while 
some workers are unemployed, 
and the current ratio of vacan¬ 
cies to unemployed workers is far 
below normal. Meanwhile, mul¬ 
tiple careful studies have found 
no support for claims that inad¬ 
equate worker skills explain high 
unemployment. 

But the belief that America suf¬ 
fers from a severe “skills gap” is 
one of those things that every¬ 
one important knows must be 
true, because everyone they 
know says it’s true. It’s a prime 
example of a zombie idea - an 
idea that should have been 
killed by evidence, but refuses 
to die. 

And it does a lot of harm. Before 
we get there, however, what 
do we actually know about skills 
and jobs? 

Think about what we would ex¬ 
pect to find if there really were 
a skills shortage. Above all, we 


should see workers with the right 
skills doing well, while only those 
without those skills are doing 
badly. We don’t. 

Yes, workers with a lot of formal 
education have lower unem¬ 
ployment than those with less, 
but that’s always true, in good 
times and bad. The crucial point 
is that unemployment remains 
much higher among workers at 
all education levels than it was 
before the financial crisis. The 
same is true across occupations: 
workers in every major category 
are doing worse than they were 
in 2007. 

Some employers do complain 
that they’re finding it hard to 
find workers with the skills they 
need. But show us the money: If 
employers are really crying out 
for certain skills, they should be 
willing to offer higher wages to 
attract workers with those skills. 
In reality, however, it’s very hard 
to find groups of workers getting 
big wage increases, and the 
cases you can find don’t fit the 
conventional wisdom at all. It’s 
good, for example, that work¬ 
ers who know how to operate 
a sewing machine are seeing 
significant raises in wages, but I 
very much doubt that these are 
the skills people who make a lot 
of noise about the alleged gap 
have in mind. 

And it’s not just the evidence on 
unemployment and wages that 
refutes the skills-gap story. Care¬ 
ful surveys of employers - like 
those recently conducted by 
researchers at both MIT and the 
Boston Consulting Group - simi¬ 
larly find, as the consulting group 
declared, that “worries of a skills 
gap crisis are overblown.” 

The one piece of evidence you 
might cite in favor of the skills-gap 
story is the sharp rise in long-term 
unemployment, which could 
be evidence that many work¬ 
ers don’t have what employers 
want. But it isn’t. At this point, we 
know a lot about the long-term 
unemployed, and they’re pretty 
much indistinguishable in skills 


from laid-off workers who quick¬ 
ly find new jobs. So what’s their 
problem? It’s the very fact of 
being out of work, which makes 
employers unwilling even to look 
at their qualifications. 

So how does the myth of a skills 
shortage not only persist, but 
remain part of what “everyone 
knows”? Well, there was a nice 
illustration of the process last fall, 
when some news media report¬ 
ed that 92 percent of top execu¬ 
tives said there was, indeed, a 
skills gap. The basis for this claim? 
A telephone survey in which ex¬ 
ecutives were asked, “Which of 
the following do you feel best 
describes the ‘gap’ in the U.S. 
workforce skills gap?” followed 
by a list of alternatives. Given 
the loaded question, it’s actually 
amazing that 8 percent of the 
respondents were willing to de¬ 
clare that there was no gap. 

The point is that influential peo¬ 
ple move in circles in which re¬ 
peating the skills-gap story - or, 
better yet, writing about skill 
gaps in media outlets like Politico 
- is a badge of seriousness, an as¬ 
sertion of tribal identity. And the 
zombie shambles on. 
Unfortunately, the skills myth - 
like the myth of a looming debt 
crisis - is having dire effects on 
real-world policy. Instead of fo¬ 
cusing on the way disastrously 
wrongheaded fiscal policy and 
inadequate action by the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve have crippled the 
economy and demanding ac¬ 
tion, important people piously 
wring their hands about the fail¬ 
ings of American workers. 
Moreover, by blaming workers 
for their own plight, the skills myth 
shifts attention away from the 
spectacle of soaring profits and 
bonuses even as employment 
and wages stagnate. Of course, 
that may be another reason cor¬ 
porate executives like the myth 
so much. 

So we need to kill this zombie, if 
we can, and stop making excus¬ 
es for an economy that punishes 
workers. a 
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Chefs Find Political Waters Anything but Tepid 


KIM SEVERSON 
© 2014 New York Times 
CLEMSON, S.C. - Pete 
Matsko expected a little 
pushback when he posted 
a sarcastic sign banning 
concealed weapons from 
Backstreets Pub & Grill, his 
beer and burger bar in this 
college town, but he did 
not expect to become a 
national target. 

Within weeks, he was 
slammed with so many 
online attacks and harass¬ 
ing phone calls that he 
changed his number and 
started asking the police to 
open his mail. 

A new concealed-weap¬ 
ons law in South Carolina 
turned his pub into a bat¬ 
tlefield in America's culture 
wars. Like an increasing 
number of bar and restau¬ 
rant owners around the 
country, Matsko discov¬ 
ered that his politics can 
matter more than what he 
serves. As the position res¬ 
taurants hold in American 
culture grows, so too does 
the list of issues on which 
chefs are asked to make 
a stand. Refusing to bake 
a cake for a gay wedding, 
requesting that a woman 
not breast-feed at the ta¬ 
ble or trying to prevent a 
diner from wearing a gun 
can have serious business 
implications. 

“It’s almost like restaurants 
have to have a political 
strategist on board now 
when they put together 
their marketing plan," said 
Andrew Freeman, a San 
Francisco-based consul¬ 
tant to the restaurant and 
hotel industry. 

The shift is as much a re¬ 
flection of a nation deeply 
divided on social issues as it 
is about the changing role 
of restaurants and chefs. 
“We’ve become the na¬ 
tional dinner table,” said 
David McMillan, an owner 
of the coastal restaurant 
Drunken Jack's in Murrells 
Inlet, S.C., and chairman of 
the South Carolina Restau¬ 
rant and Lodging Associa¬ 
tion. 

“It’s more than just cooking 
food,” he said. “We have 
to be allergen experts and 
nutritional experts and now 
Second Amendment ex¬ 
perts.” 

Restaurants have long 


been social barometers, 
sometimes setting informal 
public policy by how they 
do business. In Northern 
states, a de facto set of 
Jim Crow laws were en¬ 
forced by racially segre¬ 
gated restaurants. In the 
South, lunch-counter pro¬ 
tests helped dismantle the 
region's formal segrega¬ 


tion laws. 

Some celebrity chefs like 
Tom Colicchio, Alice Wa¬ 
ters, Marcus Samuelsson 
and Jean-Georges Vong- 
erichten embrace their 
roles as food activists and 
political players, speaking 
publicly on issues and host¬ 
ing big-ticket campaign 
fundraisers. 

Other restaurants contrib¬ 
ute to the social debate 
through foundations that 
can sometimes bring con¬ 
troversy. Chick-fil-A was a 
target in 2012 after reports 
showed its foundation 
gave millions of dollars in 
donations to groups fight¬ 
ing gay rights. 

Restaurants are no longer 
just places to eat, said Rich 
Harrill, acting director of 
fhe School of Hotel, Res¬ 
taurant and Tourism Man¬ 
agement at the University 
of South Carolina. They are 
stand-ins for the family din¬ 


ner table and provide a 
community forum. 

“It's interesting that we 
started to go to Starbucks 
to look at the paper to¬ 
gether and have coffee 
together and now we’re 
having a gun discussion 
there," he said, referring 
to a public statement in 
the fall by Chief Executive 


Howard Schultz in which 
he asked gun owners to 
not bring weapons into the 
company’s stores. 

Still, most restaurateurs 
want to run a business with¬ 
out controversy. In states 
with changing gun laws, 
that has become a chal¬ 
lenge. 

In February, South Carolina 
joined a handful of mostly 
Southern states that al¬ 
low people with permits to 
take concealed guns into 
bars and restaurants. There 
are two caveats: Armed 
patrons cannot drink alco¬ 
hol, and restaurants can 
opt out by posting a sign 
banning guns. 

In a state with more than 
230,000 such permits and a 
large population that grew 
up with guns, the policy 
had strong support from 
many state lawmakers and 
both candidates in the up¬ 
coming governor’s race. 


Matsko, who owns two 
handguns, decided to 
post a sign in his pub ban¬ 
ning them. 

“On some nights you have 
college kids wall to wall 
in here drinking,” he said. 
“You don’t want a gun in 
here.” 

On reflection, he said he 
might have been better 


off using fhe official sfafe- 
designed sign instead of his 
own. 

It read, “If you are such a 
loser that you feel a need 
to carry a gun with you 
when you go out, I do not 
want your business." The 
sentence followed with a 
derogatory term used for 
an obnoxious person. 

The sign was up for about 
a month before things ex¬ 
ploded on St. Patrick’s Day. 
Someone posted a photo¬ 
graph of the sign on Twitter. 
It was posted on the AR-15 
Gun Owners of America 
Facebook page. His sleepy 
entry on the crowdsourced 
restaurant review site Yelp 
jumped from a few re¬ 
views fo hundreds. His stars 
dropped from four to one. 
Reactions on Yelp and in 
other social media ques¬ 
tioned Matsko’s dedica¬ 
tion to the U.S. Constitution 
and the Second Amend¬ 


ment. 

“‘We the People’ are hap¬ 
py to go elsewhere,” Sean 
Parnell, the author of “Out¬ 
law Platoon: Heroes, Ren¬ 
egades, Infidels, and the 
Brotherhood of War in Af¬ 
ghanistan,” said on Twitter. 
Although the state's res¬ 
taurant and lodging asso¬ 
ciation took no position on 


the new law, some mem¬ 
bers say having to post a 
sign barring guns is akin 
to putting up a scarlet let¬ 
ter. Many are still deciding 
what to do. 

One is Sean Brock, a well- 
regarded Southern chef 
wifh restaurants in South 
Carolina and Nashville, 
Tenn. 

He shot his first gun when 
he was 8 and sleeps beside 
a 9-millimeter handgun ev¬ 
ery night. But he doesn’t 
want guns in his Husk res¬ 
taurants. 

“It’s a bit strange to me 
that you think you need to 
carry a gun when you're 
having a cheeseburger," 
Brock said. 

Still, he and his partners 
have not decided whether 
to put up signs prohibiting 
guns. 

“The pressure to make the 
right move is intense,” he 
said. □ 



Decorations above the bar at Backstreets Pub and Grill in Clemson, S.C., March 27,2014. South Carolina's new concealed-weapons 
law turned the restaurant into a battleground in America’s culture wars after owner Pete Matsko banned guns, resulting in a social 
media backlash and the discovery that his politics can matter more than what he serves. 

(Mike Belleme/The New York Times) 












